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Online Motorcycle Accessory Store Specialising in 
High Quality European Products 
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HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Grid Blue/Green HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Grid Yell/Prpl HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Twist Orange/Blue 

95 $79^95 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Grid Blue/Pink 
$79.95 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Storm Blue 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Storm Grey HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Pure Green 
$79.95 $79.95 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Pure Yellow 
$79.95 


Neox Goggle - Circle Black 
$99.95 includes spare clear lens 


Neox Goggle - Circle White 
$99.95 includes spare clear lens 


Neox Goggle - Strips Orange 
$99.95 includes spare clear lens 


Neox Goggle - Strips Yellow 
$99.95 includes spare clear lens 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Element Purple 
$79.95 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Element Red 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Element Water 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Element White 
$79.95 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Thunder Green HZGMZ3 Goggle - Thunder Orange HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Racing Yellow HZ GMZ3 Goggle - Racing White 
$79.95 $79.95 $74.95 includes 7 Laminated T-Offs $74.95 includes 7 Laminated T-Offs 




les - Antonio Cairoli Replica Collection By HZ. Developed and tested by Multi MX World Champion Antonio Cairoli. 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle -Tornado Green 
$79.95 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle -Tornado Red 


HZ GMZ3 Goggle -Tornado Yellow 
$79.95 


w w w . mx laustralia.co m 

Email info@mxlaustralia.com.au Ph 1300 721 701 
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MIRRORS 


FOXBUMBAG 

(Does not mclude loots) 


ENDURANCE II 

(Vapour model SITU) 


Ful range of 
Scott Goggles 
\ Available 


SMALL LED 
BUNKERS 
$46 PAIR 


BUMBAG WITH 
TOOLS WAS $1 69 


TOOL 

ROLL 

517.95 


SHORTT 

BAR SETStit 

0/10/12/1 yi4rm 
shaft lertflti WAS- 
£49 set" 


FOX TITAN PRO 
KNEE/SHIN 
GUARD 


BIKER 

SWAG 


WAS $ 4 9. 95 


CLASSIC 2 OiW 
UTRE S7S 


SEAL ^ 
DOCTOR 



20 UTRE $75.95 
10 LITRE $59.95^ 


CABINET 
STATION 
SMALL & 
LARGE 


FLOOR 
LUG ' 

$59 A 


RADIATOR 

BRACES 

(one sided 
minis $691 
Other W/C cal 1 


loneentrated 
biKe wash 


BUTT 

POWDER 

$10.95 

a battle. 


SXP 1 
SECURITY 1 
SYSTEM 

{CHAW & LOCK} 
t WAS $13 5 


PIVOT ASSIST 1 
CLUTCH LEVER 
40% UWTtR PUUJ 


DEVOL EXTREME 
RADIATOR GUARDS 


GEAR LEVERS 

Hamrnatead 589.96 


Available pntbe 

AppStore 



























PSKE& SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 



Glr 

CCRTtf^, 


PRO BILLET 
RACKS 
$299 TO 


LITHIUM 
BATTERIES 
FROM $99 
VSPEC $79 


SCALL 


BALLARD'S 
BLACK ALLOY 
LIFT STAND 


BALLARD'S 
FOLDING 
ALLOY RACE 
STAND 


BALLARD'S 
*SS' STATIC 
STAND 

DUMK.nL i 
IMftf 4SLA& I 


BALLARDS 

WHEEL 

CHOCK 

Pt #72-WCB 
WAS S69 9S 

ihncludes bracks!) 


MOTO 

GATE 


20t2AOf€ 

1st El. 1stE2&2ndm 

2012ISK 

toMAsfflurnHjgiM 
Miner and Rililps. A 

k 6 Oulnght test wine! 


ADJUSTABLE 
TIEDOWN 
STRUT $25 


sssgssSL 

SJtdo- 1 ^ 3 

■*SSS 00m 


SCISSOR UFT STAND 
Lifts 135kg from 345-89&mm 

#W-UFT WAS $ 2 49 


BALLARDS. 

FOLDING 

RAMP 

HEIGHT 
23S43Qmm 
i WIDE295fnm 


EMX 

LEVELS 

itn.as 


BIKE 

LOWERING 

LINKS 

Front 25rmlo FROM $129 
44mn lower! TO $269 


MOTOREX 

TWIN 

STAGE 

Am 

FILTERS 

TWIN AIR 
CALL! | 


PLASTIC 

RENEW 


TIEDOWN 

‘D 1 RING COMPLETE SEATS^ 

#53-TOO $6.95 


ADJUSTAB 

TIEDOWN 

STRUT 




WA S $ 13 9 .9 5 


TUBELISS KITS ELIMINATE 
YOUR CONVENTONAL TUBE! 
* WAS $175 


HANDGUARDS 
From $75 
to $159 set 


GIT CERTIFICATES 
NOW AVAILABLE 
ONLINE LOG ONTO: 
WWW.flAJ_LARDS.ee 


ILTERSKINS 


DRINK AND 
FUEL CELL 

JUST $16* 


GONE RIDING 
DOORMAT 

JUST *29.95 
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SNAPSHOT 

PHOTOGRAPHY: NAIM CHIDIAC/RED BULL 


MOTO WEBBER 

Yep, that’s Aussie car racing legend Mark Webber, suit 
up and ready to ride at Fossil Rock in Dubai. Mark’s 
affiliation with Red Bull makes the KTM hook-up an ea: 
one and out with him on the day were fellow FI driver 
David Coulthard and Red Bull racing FI chief technical 
officer Adrian Newey. To cap off the FI parade, Jean 
Alesi also hit the dunes for the day with KTM royalty 
Heinz Kinigadner on hand to make sure the somewhat 
wobbly and very valuable ride crew got home safe. 
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IKE 

OF THE MONTH 

A precious piece of bike porn that we just 
couldn’t ignore. 

This whole dirtbike thing started with scramblers and those ancient relatives of the 
WR-Fs and EXC-Fs are getting a whole new lease on life through some brilliant custom 
builders. This build was actually commissioned by Ducati and put together by Officine 
Mermaid in Milan, Italy. 
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BMW R 1200 GS 


No manufacturer has the adventure runs on 
the board like BMW. Over the past five years 
new bikes from other marques have arrived to 
challenge the champ and they may well succeed; 
but as it stands, on current form and with its well- 
established track record, the R 1200 GS Adventure 
is opening the batting on strike while the Kato is 
also in but at the non-striker’s end... for now. 
Enough of the cricket metaphors. 

The R 120 GS’s 1170cc flat-twin engine needs , 


no introduction. While the configuration may divide 
opinion, the performance doesn’t. The now liquid- 
cooled engine is a gem that puts out 92kW that’s 
all super-usable with amazing, smooth pick-up. 
Running shaft final drive (the KTM retains its 
chain], the BMW is outdone in electronic assists 
in stock form by the Kato but there are plenty of 
options available — an area BMW is so good at — 
to ratchet up the stocker. These include everything 
from keyless start and a Gear Shift Assistant Pro 


Quick Shift to Dynamic ESA Electronic Suspension 
Adjustment and expanded riding modes. These are 
all on the BMW list alongside accessories that are 
among the best quality on the market. 

The weight is very similar to the KTM but the 
feel is very different, with the Beemer contacting 
the tracks through its Paralever front and 
Telelever rear end. Nothing feels quite like a 
BMW and this system takes the credit for most 
of that. 
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KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE 


KTM is leaving no doubt that it has its eye on the 
growing adventure market. It has four models 
available for the adventure-minded, backed by 
a whole heap of offroad credibility from endless 
rally success to, well, wins in pretty much 
everything else at the moment, from enduro and 
endurocross to motocross and supercross. 

The 1290 Super Adventure is KTM’s flagship 
model and the Austrian company has thrown 
everything it has at it. Aesthetically it’s 


unmistakeably a KTM; and in design the approach 
has been to give the bike everything it needs for 
any situation, which is also very KTM. 

Under the bonnet of the Super Adventure is 
a 1301cc twin-cylinder 118kW engine that feeds 
through a six-speed 'box. There’s more power 
than you’ll ever need here and it’s all controlled 
by a ride-by-wire throttle and the very civilised 
Cruise Control that comes as a stock feature. 

Other notable electronic assists offer 


suspension adjustment, four separate ride 
modes, tyre pressure monitoring, a stability 
control system and advanced ABS. Heated 
handgrips and a heated seat are also there for 
your most precious extremities. There’s more, 
but if we tried to list every single assist here we’d 
need another two pages. KTM says the big unit 
comes in at 229kg dry. The tank takes 30 litres 
so add 30kg to that figure for a fair approximate 
fuelled weight. 
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2016 KATOS OUT 


KTM has put a heap of work into its motocross 
range for 2016. The offroad EXC Line-up isn’t 
yet due for a makeover so the focus was on the 
track blasters and they’ve certainly stepped 
things up. There’s no denying we Live in an 
orange world right now in terms of titles and 
race wins and these new SXs will feature 
heavily on podiums under riders Like Cairoli, 
Dungey, Musquin and Herlings. And should 
Toby Price need to get on an SX no doubt he’ll 
win on it as well. 

One of the most improved models in the 2016 

2016 350SX UPDATES 

© The DOHC engine of the 350 SXF features 
completely new construction to make it even 
more compact and powerful. 

© New engine cases redesigned to centralise 
the rotating mass of the crankshaft and clutch 
while reducing overall Length and weight. 

© Completely reworked Keihin Engine 
Management System with 44mm throttle body 
featuring a lightweight direct-connect design. 

© New electronic Launch Control for efficient 
starts; multiple engine maps to control the 
overall power delivery. 

© New cylinder head combustion chamber 
geometry, optimised ports, new camshafts, 
new timing, new finger followers and new valve 
springs for improved power and reduced weight. 
© Lightweight forged bridged box-type piston 
by CP. 


range is the 350SX, which is a model without 
a natural home but now giving the CRF450R a 
run in the power stakes while weighing in at 
250F-like numbers. 

A Lot of those in the know believe that this 
is the bike for the future and that it’s far more 
suitable for the majority of riders than the 450F. 
Will the Japanese join the 350F club? We doubt 
it. It would take a major change of race regs to 
persuade the Japanese of big sales potential in 
what is now a niche capacity. Still, we wish they 
would; 350 is a brilliant capacity. 


© Shorter connecting rod mated to a shorter, 
stiffer crankshaft contributes to a light engine 
feel and strong power delivery. 

© New five-speed transmission features wider 
gears with a new surface treatment on the 2nd, 
3rd and 4th gears. 

© Lighter chrome-moly steel frame provides 20 
per cent more torsional rigidity with 30 per cent 
Less Longitudinal stiffness, resulting in improved 
handling and energy absorption. 

© Smaller, Lighter subframe design made with 
new aluminium profiles. 

© Lighter “No Dirt” footpeg design that provides 
a larger surface area and features a "scraper” 
to reduce dirt build-up in the hinge. 

© New CNC-machined upper triple clamp 
featuring a rubber damping system for the new 
Neken handlebar and ODI lock-on grips. 


2016 YAMAHA 
YZ-Fs UNVEILED 


A s we went to print the 2016 Yamaha YZ450F and 
YZ250F had been unveiled in the US. While we 
hadn’t received any official word on the Aussie 
models, it’s unlikely they would differ greatly 
from the American bikes. 

The YZ450F in particular is an offroad racing favourite 
from the blue stable and both models will be available in 
a special 60th-anniversary yellow Livery that Looks 
absolutely mint. 

Interestingly, the US also got a YZ250X which is a YZ250 
two-stroke with an 18-inch rear wheel, Less compression, 
a wider-ratio gearbox and revised port timing. It may 
have hit our shores by the time we go to print and we’ll 
be hoping for a headlight and ADR to follow. We had word 
some time ago this bike was on the cards so keep an eye 
on our Facebook page for up-to-date news on what should 
be a registrable YZ250 in Australia. 














WHAT'S NEW ON THE 2016 YZ250F 

1. A new, Lightweight, forged, two-ring piston headlines the 
improvements to the 2016 YZ250F. The piston features a 
flat crown surface with additional strengthening ribs and a 
shorter, more durable piston pin with diamond-like carbon 
(DLC) coating. 

2. Revised piston oil jets direct oil underneath the new 
piston, which helps promote cooling and contributes to 
more stable engine performance. 

3. Optimised crankshaft and counterbalancer designs 
provide a revised balance ratio, predictive power deliver 
and reduced vibration. 

4. Revisions to the YZ250F clutch boss and shift-stopper 
arm provide smoother clutch engagement feel and 
more precise shifting action. 

5. New ECU settings result in a smoother transition 
as the rider reaches the rev Limiter. 

6. New brake pad material and a Larger 270mm front 
brake rotor deliver improved stopping power. 

7. New front and rear suspension settings help 
smooth sudden jolts and reduce front-end dive 
fora smoother, more balanced damping feel 
when cornering. 

8. Revisions to the clutch boss and shift stopper 
arm provide smooth clutch engagement feel 
and more precise shifting action when the 
gate drops. 


WHAT'S NEW ON 
THE 2016 YZ450F 

1. Launch Control System (LCS) uses high-precision ECU 
calculations to optimise power output, providing ideal 
acceleration off the gate, especially on hard track surfaces. 

2. New intake and exhaust cam profiles and timing boost 
combustion efficiency and improve the engine’s ease of use 
in the Low- to mid-rpm range. 

3. Revisions to the clutch boss and shift stopper arm 
provide smooth clutch engagement feel and more 
precise shifting action when the gate drops. 

4. Revised engine mounts and a reshaped swingarm 
pivot section of the aluminium frame improve 
lateral rigidity 

5. New 270mm front disc brake (up from 250mm) also 
features a new brake pad material for exceptional 
stopping power and control for aggressive 
corner entry. 

6. Valve Lift and timing have been changed to 
produce more Low-to-mid power. 

7. The water pump impeller has been drilled to 
improve pressure distribution. 

8. Triple clamp offset has been changed from 
22mm to 25mm. 

9. Shock spring rate has been softened from 
58Nm to 56Nm. 

10. Footpegs have been Lowered 5mm. 

11. The aluminium Bilateral Beam frame 

features a new forged section at the 
swingarm pivot and 2mm thicker 
motor mounts to improve further the 
rigidity balance for more front-end 
feel, cornering traction and unmatched 
lightweight handling. 


ivbvu unuin run tuio 

Kawasaki has released pretty much a 
whole new KX450F for the 2016 season. 
Kawi engineers have been busy Looking 
for power gains and weight Losses for 
an already universally popular bike. But 
that’s just the tip of the green iceberg — 
check out the List of new and improved bits 
and pieces: 

© Among the Lightest kerb weights in class 
following a 3.4kg overall weight reduction 


© Lighter, more powerful engine with new 
engine cases 

© Slimmer, lighter perimeter frame and 
swingarm to improve rider feel 
© Intake camshaft is Lighter and has 
revised timing for Low-mid rpm response 
© High-flow airbox with rear intake 
channels improves flow and reduce noise 
© Header with integrated resonator 
chamber for crisp throttle response 


© Mass-centralising exhaust muffler to 
reduce sound and weight 
© Aggressive factory styling and flatter 
seat for easier rider movement 
© Revised bridged-box bottom piston 
based on AMA factory race bikes 
© Revised intake port improves 
performance in mid-to-high rpm range 
© Revised intake valve shape increases 
airvolume 


© Plug & play DFI couplers allow easy 
engine-mapping changes 
© Launch control based on factory race 
bike system 

© Industry-Leading Showa SFF-AirTAC 
fork and Uni-Trak rear suspension 
© Four-way adjustable handlebar and 
two-way adjustable footpegs fit a wide 
range of riders 
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This year’s edition of the Red Bull Hare Scramble on Sunday once again pushed 

the fastest 500 competitors to their limits, with just five riders CG ' m P l ® t ' ng ^® 
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course within the four-hour time limit. A brand new section introduced for 2015 
left even the favourites shaking their heads and resulted in the first four-way 
tie for first place in the history of the event ■■ 
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YOUNG HARD LUCK 


There was a fair bit of 
controversy surrounding the 
disqualification of Wade Young, 
who missed a checkpoint in 
the Downtown section that 
was hidden in trees and barely 
visible. It seems poor form by 
the organisers to have a hidden 
checkpoint and deny Young 
an entire Erzberg finish just 
metres from the finish line. 

All respect to Mario Roman, 
though. The fifth-placed 
Spaniard had to tackle the 
Downtown section unaided 
while the previous and winning 
group had each other to help - 
and he did it all with a busted- 
up knee. That’s tough. 
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I n 2015 the Erzberg Rodeo 
once again more than lived up 
to its fearsome reputation as 
the toughest Xtreme Enduro 
Race on the planet. This year’s 
edition of the event was decided 
at the new "Downtown” section 
shortly before the finish line. Such 
was the scale of the challenge that 
the leading six riders were forced 
to help each other drag their bikes 
through a seemingly impassable 
forest. After more than an hour 
of backbreaking teamwork, four 
of the six emerged on the other 
side and opened the throttle in a 
final dash for the chequered flag. 
The fearsome foursome of Jonny 
Walker (UK), Alfredo Gomez (Spain), 
Andreas Lettenbichler (Germany) 
and Graham Jarvis (UK) crossed the 
line side by side after precisely four 
hours of racing and were welcomed 
with a huge round of applause by 
the crowd in the finish area. In 
recognition of the exceptional riding 
and determination shown by all of 
the athletes, organizer Karl Katoch 
announced the first ever four-way 
tie for first place. 

"The Red Bull Hare Scramble 
was totally different this year 
from last,” commented Brit Jonny 
Walker. “Without all the guys 


pulling together it would have been 
almost impossible to finish.” 

The first section of the feared 
course — a steep gravel climb 
— saw several riders forced to 
bail out, including a number of 
favourites who had started on 
the front row but quickly found 
themselves sliding back down 
the slippery slope. But Walker, 
last year’s winner, mastered this 
tricky ascent best and established 
a small lead on the chasing bunch. 
Among the high-profile names 
whose race day came to an early 
end was five-time Erzberg winner 
and hot favourite Taddy Blazusiak 
(Poland), who crashed early and 
was unable to continue. 

As Blazusiak rued what could 
have been, Walker powered up the 
Iron Mountain. The only rider able 
to follow the youngster was fellow 
Brit and 2013 winner Graham 
Jarvis. A little further back, Gomez 
and Lettenbichler kept things 
interesting with a ding-dong battle 
for the final podium place. As the 
elite riders made their way towards 
the make-or-break sections, 
dozens of competitors further back 
were forced to admit defeat after 
failing to make it past the energy¬ 
sapping first part of the course. 


Machine, Bathtub, Carl’s 
Dinner, Dynamite and the brand 
new Downtown — as in previous 
years, this year once again the 
key sections of the course carried 
seemingly harmless names that 
nevertheless strike fear into the 
hearts of even the best enduro 
riders. For 2015, Erzberg Rodeo 
organiser Karl Katoch ratcheted 
up the difficulty level even further 
by introducing several new and 
devilishly difficult obstacles 
and adding 35km to the total 
race distance. The result was 
spectacular crashes, smoking 
engines and plenty of expletives 
screamed out into the sky by 
riders pushed to their mental and 
physical limits. 

ABOUT ERZBERG 

The Erzberg Rodeo is a four-day 
enduro festival held in a huge open- 
air pit mine located in Eisenerz, 
Styria. A total of 1500 riders take 
part, with the best 500 qualifying 
for the Red Bull Hare Scramble on 
the final day. Thousands of fans line 
the course to cheer on the athletes, 
while many more around the world 
follow the toughest Xtreme Enduro 
Race in the world on ServusTV and 
Red Bull TV. 
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Contact Overland Adventure Consulting r Find us on 

today to start your next adventure. T Facebook 


clinton@overlandadventures.com.au | 0488 182 994 | overlandadventures.com.au 


Dreaming of an adventure through Africa by bike? 

We help take the hard work out of planning your trip of a lifetime. 


AFRICA BOUND 

If you’re thinking of heading off on one of the great adventures 
on the planet and exploring Africa, let Overland Adventures take 
a heap of the worry away from the preparation. These guys know 
what to do because they’ve done it themselves and can give 
advice and assistance on all things from Carnets and vehicle 
permits, route planning, insurance, visas, licensing and 
negotiations with shipping companies. 

Overland Adventures is set up to be a one-stop preparation 
shop so that you can get on with the ride and not be bogged down 
with the endless detail and have a ride go sour because you didn’t 
tick this box or remember to sign an obscure piece of paper. 

Go to www.overlandadventures.com.au for all the info on how 
to contact the guys and get your adventure started. 


ROUTE PLANNING/MAPPING • CARNET • IMPORT/EXPORTS • LICENCES • MUCH MORE 


erland Adventure Consulting 


Ov 


D.I.Y. OVERLAND 
ADVENTURES 


Specialists in planning DIYtrips 
through Africa and beyond. 
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Dry Bags 


r ^ 

Tank Bags 


Check out our 
Tracker Packer™ 
and SPOT Tracker 3 
bundle. Only $250 


Waterproof Frameless 
Saddle Bags 








Keep your vision up, 
looking ahead beyond the 
log. This isn’t the way you’d 
attack a log if there were a tight 
turn or a technical obstacle the other 
side of it. Have a look ahead before 
you hit a log this aggressively; it’s 
not cool to attack an obstacle 
. then hit a tree and crash five 
metres beyond it. 


A Lot 

of clutch goes into 
getting the front wheel this 
vertical. With the revs nice and 
high, feed the clutch out aggressively 
to pop the front wheel up — don’t dump 
the clutch and let the front come up this 
high (and this quickly] without keeping a 
finger or two over the clutch to control it. If 
the front wheel comes up way too fast or too 
high, pull the clutch back in to drop the 
front wheel a bit, but keep it high enough 
l to clear the log. Use the log to bring 
^ the front wheel down; without A 
it, you’d be flat on your 
backside. 


r an extreme way to 
tackle a log of this size. 
Obviously popping the wheel 
this high off the ground isn’t 
necessary to clear and conquer 
such an obstacle. It will, however, 
give you something to talk about over 
a few beers after the ride — instant 
trail-cred. Ensure you are square 
k to the log and not coming in 
^ at an angle — that would A 
lead to disaster. 


You’ll also need to be 
aggressive on the throttle 
to bring the front up. Maintain 
a little constant throttle too when 
the rear wheel hits the log; with 
no throttle at this point the bike 
would hit the log and slap down, 
and possibly get the frame 
jammed on the log. 


Grip the bike with 
your knees. As the rear 
wheel hits the log there’ll be 
an almighty thump and the bike 
will react quickly. Keep your knees 
slightly bent and absorb the impact 
from the rear of the motorcycle. 
Gripping with your knees and keeping 
a firm grip with your hands will keep 
the bike from launching out of 
k your control. . 
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The Dual Density Kwala Vise grips gives the rider a tacky feel, but 

also incorporates a more firm feel to ensure the grip pattern holds to 

j ojh r m 

rider's glove with the diamond block twist pattern in a low profile. 

» Constructed of both firm and soft Custom Kwala 
rubber compounds 

ii;, jjgrt 

» Outer casing provides diamond contact points 
with riders glove 

» Inner casing provides excellent tackiness and 
shock absorption 

» Available in full diamond block twist pattern only. 

122mm wide overall with 105mm hand grip area 


Available in 


-ROM *19-95 


Moto National Accessories I Toll Free 1300 885 355 I www.motonational.com.au 



























































MEMORY CARD 


BEHIND THE SCENES WITH THE TRAILRIDER TEAM 













BMW Motorrad 

R 1200 GS Adventure 


THIS IS 
GS COUNTRY. 

MAKE LIFE A RIDE, 

The R 1200 GS Adventure is the undisputed king of the adventure bike class, with class-leading 
features and an incredible fuel range. The water-cooled boxer engine provides plenty of torque, 
while the chassis and electronics package give the rider incredible control and a variety of options 
for all conditions. This motorcycle sets a standard that other brands can only attempt to follow. 

For more information and to book a test ride, go to bmwmotorrad.com.au 


bmwmotorrad.com.au 


The Ultimate 
Riding Machine 




PRODUCT OF THE MONTH 

RACELINE PROWASH 



RAGELINE 



It’s not just the cold we have to deal with this 
time of year, it's the friggin’ mud — mud that 
gets into more places than seems possible. 

And how is it that you can hit it with your 
pressure washer point blank but it’s still there 
when the bike’s dry? 

That’s where Raceline Prowash comes in. 
We’ve given it a good workout and it does a great 


job even when the bike is covered in that sticky 
red clay that’s part toxic waste and part snot. 

It’s also from an Aussie company that does its 
research and development very much on the 
tracks around this country with massive input 
from the Raceline Suzuki motocross team — so 
you know it’s coming from a real place, not some 
sterile lab in Switzerland. 







“Every time / get on my Bomber and hit the traits, 
this bike blows me away, i can’t get enough.” 
-Toby Price 


Each Stealth bike is engineered with a dedicated purpose in mind and offers bespoke technology, 
capable of delivering bombproof performance and unparalleled durability. The B-52 Bomber is our 
all-round enduro assault weapon, the F-37 Fighter excels across technical downhill trails, while the 
H-52 Hurricane is for motocross enthusiasts looking to add a new dimension to their ride. 

BOOK A TEST RIDE TODAY! 



STEALTH 

ELECTRIC BIKES 


VISIT stealthelectricbikes.com 
CALL +61 3 9574 0257 
EMAILsales@stealthelectricbikes.com 





IN GEAR 

NEW PRODUCTS 



bunnings.com.au 


$399.95 

mx1australia.com.au 


$229.95 

mx1australia.com.au 


mx1australia.com.au 


$169.95 

mx1australia.com.au 


ACERBIS X-MOVE 
2.0 BOOTS 


ACERBIS X-S TRONG 
KNEE GUARD 
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$239.00 

ballards.cc 


From $189.95 rear 
From $129.95 front 
mx1australia.com.au 


$399.95 

mcleodaccesories.com.au 


$54.99 

anaconda.com.au 


$39.95 

www.linkint.com.au 


$159.95 

ballards.cc 


$89 

bunnings.com.au 




MEFO DUAL 


M2R X4 BRETT 
METCALFE HELMET 


FEATURING: 

IN CLEAN • C3 CHAIN LUBE 
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FEATURE: 


2015 TATTS FINKE DESERT RACE 


THE WHOLE 



Finke is arguably Australia’s 
biggest dirtbike race. Yep, 
that’s a big call, but when an 
event can entice 600 riders to 
fill the entire grid allocation 
in less than a couple of days, 
someone — or some people 
— are doing something right. 


F3i\iK 


L 



STORY AARYN MINERDS 
PHOTOGRAPHY DAMIEN ASHENHURST 
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In recent years the race has been dominated by Ben 
Grabham and Toby Price, with the duo holding down the King of 

Finke crown most years since 2007. 

My interest in the big race has spiked somewhat, mainly 
due to technology that lets me watch the live timing either at 
home or out at the track while having a ride. But while it s great 
being able to keep up to date with what’s going on, I still had a 
massive urge to witness the event first hand and, to be honest, 
a similar need to race it - though that will have to wait. 

With permission from my daughter, whose eighth birthday 
I would be missing as it fell on Saturday’s prologue, I jumped 
in the car with my old man and hit the highway to Alice for this 


F or 2015 things finally fell into place for me and I 
was able to make the trip from Adelaide to Alice 
Springs in the Northern Territory to witness the 
amazing Finke Desert Race. 

The Finke has, for me, developed a mythical 
status. It’s a race I read about a lot when 
growing up during the era when top motocross racers such as 
Stephen Gall and David Armstrong (the last big name MX racer 
to win, in 1986) were claiming the event. 

From the mid 1980s through to the mid 2000s the race was 
dominated by local riders. Only two men from outside NT won 
in a 19-year period, including American Dan Ashcraft, who is 
far to win the event. 


the only international rider so 






FEATURE: 

2015 TATTS FINKE DESERT RACE 


Not only was this my first trip to the 
event, it was also the 40th running of 
the race that was originally named "The 
There and Back” (possibly the coolest 
name ever for a race) in 1976 when Geoff 
Curtis won on a Yamaha 250. 

FIRST TASTE 

Arriving to the media briefing just after 
lunch on Friday, it quickly dawned on me 
just how big this event was and how much 
interest there is in a race held smack 
bang in the middle of this wonderful 
place we call Australia — and not just 


It was then that I realised just how much 
the event meant to the local community. 
The shops were packed, and the local 
supermarket shelves had been cleared 
of all water and most of the lollies too as 
riders, teams and the thousands upon 
thousands of campers who would line the 
track grabbed essentials to keep them 
going for the next three days. 

I got out early on Saturday morning 
to catch the sunrise as the 134 cars and 
their 268 drivers and co-drivers hit the 
prologue track. It was cool to see the cars 
in action but it would not be until later 




I still had a massive urge to witness 
this event first hand and, to be honest, 
a similar need to race it^^^T 

r 


from the motorcycle media but the wider in the afternoon that the first bikes hit is a must-do and a great chance to see did not stop the old timers from pinning 

mainstream media, with a couple of the fine sand for their first run over the everything from the factory KTMs and the throttle to the stop and showing what 


national TV broadcasters on hand. 


same loop. 


Yamahas to the average punters’ bikes, 


their bikes were made of. 


With the media briefing over we With time to kill I checked out the 600- which ranged from your stock WR450Fs With the demonstration over it was 


headed into the heart of Alice Springs to odd bikes that filled the pit area. Heading to polished CR500 and KX500 two-strokes time to get serious. The top 20 riders 


collect some supplies for the weekend. for the pits before the bikes hit the track that could easily take pride of place in a lined up in an effort to top the prologue 



collector’s shed. 

It would be so easy to lose a couple of 
hours walking around the pits checking 
out the huge variety of bikes on display — 
and not just the race bikes, with plenty of 
decked-out DRs and Honda XRs lining the 
spectator car park. 

One thing that did strike me was how 
much orange there was in the pits, proof 
for this event at least that winning on 
Monday sells bikes on Tuesday. 

Being the 40th anniversary of the 
Finke, the organisers invited back every 
past champion and any of the riders who 
finished the original race back in 1976 
for a demonstration race around the 
prologue loop. 

Some sensational old bikes, including 
a Yamaha 250 and 500 from 1976, lined up 
against Toby Price’s 2016 KTM 500 EXC 
race bike in this Legends event, and while 
the event was a "demonstration” ride, it 


time sheets and so ensure a dust-free 
run to Finke. 

THE DUST STARTS TO FLY 

Twenty-fourteen race winner Toby Price 
was first off the line and quickly got up to 
speed on a track that had already seen 
the full field of cars and buggies run their 
sighting and prologue laps. 

With my camera at the ready I was all 
set to capture my first Finke race. With 
my finger on the button, it was about to 
get real. Then things got all types of crazy. 

As Price neared us one of the support 
vehicles, whose job it was to clear the 
track, was doing the complete opposite. 
The large 4WD was about to cause the 
hard-charging Price some issues, but 
with the crowd yelling at the driver to get 
off the track and DIRT ACTION’S Damien 
Ashenhurst likewise waving frantically to 
the driver, the errant 4WD just cleared the 
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PROTECTION REDEFINED 


CERTIFIED AS PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 


THE FIRST EVER NECK 
AND TORSO PROTECTION 
FOR ADULTS! 


4 ®^ 
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Price had once again done 1 
unthinkable, blowing the field 
away by more than eight seconds 


FEATURE: 

2015 TATTS FINKE DESERT RACE 


track as the KTM ace blew by, completely 
unaware of any problem. 

Over the next 30 minutes I watched 
through the viewfinder in awe of what 
these mad men and their dirtbikes were 
doing. What possesses someone to hit a 
series of knee-to-chest-high whoops on 
a blown-out dusty track while mid-corner 
with the throttle on the stop I’ll never 
know, but these guys do it and it is a sight 
to be seen. 

By the end of Prologue Price had once 
again done the unthinkable, blowing the 
field away by more than eight seconds 
There were, however, a few fuming 
in the pits after Price had already had 
the chance to view the track during the 
Legends race while the sighting lap for the 
rest of the field was abandoned. 


From second to 10th the time 
difference was only 10 seconds, with 
Wayde Carter the biggest surprise 
with the third fastest time in just his 
second attempt at the race, relegating 
to fourth one of the big pre-race 
favourites, Josh Green. 

THE RACE BEGINS 

Sunday arrived and my first chance to get 
out and see the race track had come. 

It is hard to describe what the first 70km 
of the track looks like, though from the 
comfort of a Hyundai i20 (perhaps not the 
best choice of cars for the occasion), the 
track did not seem overly tough. 

It was not until I got up close that I 
realised just how gnarly the surface is and 
how many different changes in terrain 


and obstacles the riders had to 
contend with. 

With our spot picked out to 
shoot the lead riders — a nice 
whooped-out sand dune around 
50km out — we sat and chatted 
with like-minded race fans while 
we awaited the race leader. 

Then the moment arrived. A 
young fella bolted from the far 
side of the dune and yelled out, 
“they’re coming”. At the same 
time, the helicopter following the 
race leader came into sight and 
things suddenly got intense. 

With the lens focused on the 
top of the dune I was waiting 
with great anticipation to see, 
presumably, Toby Price burst into 



32 | Trailrider 










IMPROVED HIGH-PERFORMING 
FRONT AND REAR SUSPENSION 


Kawasaki 

Motors Finance 


kawasakiaus 


\ SLIMMER, IMPROVED 
MULTI-CONTOURED 
I DIMPLED SEAT COVER 
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LARGE REAR CARRY RACK 


POWER L DUAL 


JJL, i 


kawasaki.com.au 


Kawasaki 


gM^^H,TORQUEY LIQUID COOLED ENGINE 
LARGE 22L FUEL TANK FOR EXTENDED TOURING 


LARGE22LFUE 
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Around the corner or around the country, the KLR650's incredible versatility and rugged 
go-anywhere attitude make it the ideal commuter for negotiating the city streets and 
the perfect travelling partner for clocking up countless kilometres across this great 
country. The KLR650's mountains of torque and huge carrying capacity will take rider 
and passenger beyond where the pavement ends and to where adventure begins. 


Available in Candy Lime Green and Metallic Raw Graystone 


Kawasaki 

Insurances 


Need help deciding...? 

4fib ask the Kawasaki Expert 

www.kawasaki.com.au/kawasaki-expert 





















sight cresting the rise. My heart rate single family set ups to sites that surreal as a bunch of complete strangers sixth to third, and Tye Simmonds, who 

was up, I had goosebumps from head to resembled small towns, most of that included a police officer, a couple moved from ninth into fourth in his first 

toe and it was easily the most excited I them having their own unique names of moto journalists, race fans and even Finke, just five seconds behind team- 

had been in a while to see a dirtbike at and characters. It is not often you see a another competitor all banded together mate Long, 

full speed. fully grown man in a chicken suit at a to ensure the downed rider was stable 

As expected, Price was first into race meeting. before moving him off the track and into THE HEROES COME HOME 

sight and the crowd erupted as he flew After stopping further out to snap some shade until the medics arrived. The final morning of Finke was a bit 

past and disappeared out of sight just a host of riders as they came past, we With the riders in good hands we left strange. There really was nothing going 

as quickly. turned around and started heading back the scene and then saw another three or on in the bike class until lunchtime and 

Price was followed by Walsh, Green for the day — and that’s when the other four downed riders within another 50km. being based at the finish line I was reliant 

and then the rest of the top 20, with some side of the big race reared its ugly head. By race end on Monday afternoon well on radio updates to keep up with what 

noticeable absentees, namely Wayde There is no doubt that the Finke Desert over 100 of the 600 riders who entered was happening on the track. 

Carter and NT’s own Caleb Auricht, who Race is a tough event and after seeing were out of the race, recording DNFs from Mixed reports filtered through and it 

had both crashed out of the race early in one rider being treated by medics and either crashing, bike issues or not making was not until just after 1.30pm that the 

separate incidents. race fans at the side of the track around the 4V2-hour time limit. finish area started to come alive as Price 

After the first 50 or so riders had the 58km mark, we soon had to pull up At the conclusion of day one, Price entered the stadium section near the 

passed we jumped back into the car ourselves and tend to another two riders had close to a five-minute lead over end of the track and appeared on the big 

and headed down the track, looking who had taken heavy falls. Walsh after making the run from Alice to screen in front of the thousands of fans 

for a few vantage points to shoot from One rider had crashed and injured his Finke in one hour 54 minutes, some four and support crew who had converged for 

and checking out some of the massive shoulder and had then been collected by minutes quicker than the time he posted the big finale. 

campsites that littered the route. another rider who crashed heavily and in 2014. Price rounded the final corner and 

The campsites themselves were knocked himself unconscious. Standing The big movers on day one were celebrated as he crossed the line, 

something to behold and ranged from by him while he came round was a little Ivan Long, who worked his way from though the real excitement would not 
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More big news came with Tayla Jones 

crossing the line aboard her Yamaha YZ250FX 
in 27th nutricrht anrl _ _ 



happen until he rode back into the finish area to join the 
rest of his team. 

The human side of the event really comes to life as 
riders cross the line and head back to their support 
crews and the stories from the track start being told. 

While the race looked like another start-to-finish 
cruise for Price, the truth behind his win made it even 
more remarkable. It appeared the KTM man went into 
the race with an injury after a stick penetrated his boot 
on the Sunday before the race, leaving him barely able to 
walk on a foot that resembled a balloon. 

With Price safely home, the next finisher was his 
team-mate Tye Simmonds in a fantastic second place in 
his first attempt, the former top national MX racer letting 
out a huge roar and fist pump as he met up with his 
team. Active8 Yamaha’s Josh Green, who spent 120km of 
his ride to Finke with a busted steering damper, picked 
up third outright and a class win. 

The stories multiplied: David Walsh was out of the 
running with a blown engine; Jacob Smith moved 
himself up to fourth place followed by local Jack 
Dooley-McDonnell, who ran the entire race with minimal 
support; Ivan Long crossed the line with one hand off 
the bars — the South Aussie had crashed 70km after 
leaving Finke, cartwheeling down the track and breaking 


two bones in the top of his throttle hand and yet rode a 
further 150km to finish sixth outright and third in class, 
giving his KTM Off-Road Team a clean sweep of the 
451 cc-and-over four-stroke class. 

Beau Ralston and Lachlan Summers crossed the line 
next followed by Sam Davie, whose father we’d happened 
to bump into while cooking dinner at the motel’s BBQ 
on Sunday night. Ryan Cossens crossed the line behind 
him, with Davie waiting in the staging area after the race 
for Cossens to come in to celebrate finishing alongside 
his mate. 

EVERYONE’S A WINNER 

While most of the lens men and women left the finish 
line after the top 10 finishers had passed by, I stayed 
and shot for as long as I could, continuing to watch and 
capture the reactions of riders — which really was one 
of the biggest highlights of the event. 

Mark Sladek crossed the line in 13th outright to 
claim the Vets class win and then came Mark Grove, 
who took out Class 04 for up-to-250cc four-strokes, 
and 20th outright. They were followed by Master class 
winner Joel Stafford, while Murray Kurtis became the 
first two-stroke rider to cross the line in 23rd outright 
aboard his KTM 300EXC. 


More big news came with Tayla Jones crossing the 
line aboard her Yamaha YZ250FX in 27th outright and 
second in class, becoming the first woman we know of 
to claim a podium result. 

RETURN RUN PLANNED 

For the rest of the afternoon and well after we had 
left the venue riders continued to cross the finish line, 
achieving personal milestones with plenty of stories to 
be told 

With racing over for the year, the event was capped off 
with the presentation on Monday night with every single 
rider and driver who finished receiving a medal in the 
form of a spike from the old Ghan railway, which the race 
course now passes over. 

The Tatts Finke Desert Race is something you need to 
witness first hand. While I was lucky enough to have the 
chance to cover the event in my first-ever trip, there is no 
doubt I will be back for years to come. 

There are so many facets to this huge event that it is 
impossible to absorb it all in a single year. Finke is one 
of the must-do events for any dirtbike fan, so do yourself 
a favour and start planning now to be in Alice Springs on 
the Queen’s Birthday long weekend in 2016 for the 41 st 
running of the event — either as a rider or as a spectator. 
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GETTING GEARED-UP FOR THE LONG HAUL 



, cinder 


lubby and Lance organised a 
seven-day outback adventur 
back in 2010. I was able to 
join them for the journey and * 
had a thoroughly enjoyable 
ride. We covered a very large 
area but because of time constraints didn’t 
spend much time in any one spot. A recent 
conversation with Clubby led us to start 
planning another trip, and on this one we will 
travel around 3000km through the outback 
and Flinders Ranges where we expect to 
explore all that the area has to offer. 

Should you be planning a long ride into 
a remote area, it’s vital to do some bike 
preparation work, either by checking the 
basics yourself or by taking the bike to your 
mechanic and having a pre-ride inspection 
done. Make sure the mechanic is aware of 
the distance and terrain you expect to travel. 
If you’re in doubt of a component’s ability to 
last the distance, change it now; the best 
way to ruin your outback experience is to 
miss out due to a mechanical failure you 
could have anticipated. 
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The centre of the 

ROUND UNIVERSE 

Grab each wheel with your hands 
in the 10 to two position and try to 
twist it. There should be no sideways 
movement. Next, remove the wheel 
and insert your fingers into the 
bearing and check that it spins freely 
and is free of any notches or flat 
spots. Make sure the seal is in good 
condition then re-grease around the 
seal and along the shaft before re¬ 
installing the wheel. 
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GETTING GEARED-UP FO 


SUSPENSION 

Gotta love ya legs 

Check fork seals for leaks (forks 
should be serviced every two 
years — dismantled, cleaned and 
refreshed with new oil and seals). 
Check the rear shock for leaks 
and check the swingarm and 
linkage bearings (these should 
be removed every 20,000km and 
cleaned and greased). Now, with 
the rear wheel lifted on a suitable 
stand, grab the rear wheel and 
pull sideways. Ensure there is no 
movement at the swingarm 
to frame pivot point. Put the 
bike in gear and lift the wheel 
upwards. There should be no 
movement in any of the linkage 
bearing points nor the rear shock 
mounting points. 
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FUEL 

Yep... it's kinda important 

Finding fuel in remote areas can be 
a real problem. Plan your ride and 
be aware of the distances between 
fuel points as you may need to f 
buy a Safari tank or carry a fuel 
bladder. For example, Innamincka 
to Birdsville is 537km with no fuel 
} between them. It’s also a good 


fc idea to call remote towns the week 
before and make sure they will 
have fuel — some places order in - - 
based on need. 
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Pack tor the long haul 

If you have bought new luggage, 
fit it and perform a test ride with 
it full prior to taking it on a long 
ride. Make sure all mounting bolts 
are tight and have been Loctited. 
Carefully inspect all mounting 
points for stress cracks. Make 
sure soft luggage and straps are 
clear of the exhaust system. 


TYRES 

Treat ya rubber right 

What can I say? I'm not about 
to get into the argument about 
which are best, but be sure you 
have chosen good tyres and that 
they will last the distance you will 
be travelling. Carry a gauge and 
check your pressures regularly. 
Reduce pressures when travelling 
on gravel roads and reduce even 
further on muddy or sandy roads. 
Tip: Never go below 18psi if you 
don’t have rim locks installed on 
your bike. 




SPOKES 

Not just a holder for footy cards 

Check for loose, broken or bent 
spokes and then re-tension. 

Start on one side next to the 
valve and tighten each spoke % 
turn at a time, then do the same 
on the other side. Repeat until 
all spokes are firm. 




TOOL BAG 

Prepare for the worst 

Make sure you have enough tools 
to remove the wheel, the tank 
and your spark plug(s) at the very 
minimum. Carry a spare tube or 
two (even if your bike is tubeless, 
a tear in the tyre can be fixed 
with a tube), puncture repair 
equipment, spare spark plug(s), 
a pump, two tyre levers, some J 
Quicksteel, cable ties and a good 
pair of pliers. It’s also a good 
idea to carry spare brake, clutch 
and gear levers. 

NUTS AND BOLTS 

We all know a loose nut or two 

Go over all the nuts and bolts 
on the bike, especially those 
exposed to high vibration, such 
as engine mounts, exhaust, 
rear subframe, luggage racks, 
centre and side stands. Torque 
them to the manufacturer’s 
specifications. It’s a good idea to 
carry a few spare nuts and bolts 
with you. 


BRAKES 

Stopping... you'll miss it 
when it’s gone 

Ensure you have sufficient 
pad material left on each pad 
or brake shoe. Make sure the 
discs are free from cracks, are 
above the wear limit (limits 
are usually written on the 
disc) and free of excessive 
grooving. When replacing pads, 
always use sintered pads (for 
off-road) as muddy conditions 
can destroy organic pads in a 
day. Check brake fluid levels 
and fluid condition (brake fluid 
should be replaced every two 
years at a maximum). Only 
use the recommended brake 
fluid as per the specification 
on top of the master cylinder: 
Dot 4 means Dot 4; Dot 5.0 
means Dot 5.0 — not 5.1. Using 
a higher-spec fluid doesn’t 
improve your braking but may 
destroy the rubber seals in your 
brakes and cause failure of the 
entire hydraulic brake system. 


BATTERY AND 
ELECTRICAL 

Good connections 

Check the battery terminals 
are clean and tight. Check the 
battery fluid level is correct and 
have a battery test performed if 
possible. Check all your lights 
are working and carry a spare 
headlight globe and fuses. Cable 
tie any loose or hanging cables 
neatly together. 


COOLING SYSTEM 

Fonzie would be all over this 

Check the condition of all hoses. 
Take each hose between your 
fingers and squeeze. The hose 
should flex without making 
crunching noises or feeling too 
soft and gooey. Should you find a 
suspect hose, replace the entire 
set. Check all the hose clamps 
are tight and that the coolant is 
in good condition. 
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THE LONG ROAD AHEAD 

The bikes we’ll be using for the Flinders bash are identical long-term test 
bikes supplied by Yamaha Australia — XTZ660 Teneres. These bikes are very 
familiar to us and ideal mounts for such a trip. Various modifications have 
been done to make the trip easier and safer. These include fitting emulators 
to the front forks and upgrading the springs front and rear to suit the extra 
weight we will carry. 

This will be an unsupported trip, so everything we need will have to be 
on the bike. I’ll be using Wolfman Saddle bags fitted to Adventuremoto 
universal racks with a Wolfman duffel bag attached to a rear rack. These 
items are dust- and water-proof and have been proven in the past to handle 
these conditions. 

When packing, the idea is to put all the heavier items, such as tools 
and spares, into the saddle bags. This method has two advantages: it gives 
easy access to the essentials and puts the weight as low and centred on the 
rear axle as possible, helping steering stability. Pack all your lighter gear 
towards the top. Now get out there and explore this wonderful country. You 
won’t be disappointed 


CABLES 

Be a cable guy 

Check and lube all cables. This 
includes the clutch, throttle and 
in some cases rear brake and 
de-compression cables. If you 
notice any frayed parts, replace 
the cable. Tip: Carrying spare 
cables is always a good idea. 
The best way to carry them is 
to mount and tape them to the 
cable already in place; that way, 
should you break one while on 
the road you just disconnect it 
and hook each end of the new 
one up without ever having to 
remove the tank or scratch 
around in your luggage for 
the replacement. 


STEERING-HEAD 

BEARINGS 

All too often overlooked... 

To check the steering-head 
bearings, hold on the front brake 
and rock the bike backwards 
and forwards. Looking closely at 
the top of the headstock, watch 
and listen for any clunking or 
movement. Next, set the bike 
on a suitable stand with the 
front wheel off the ground and 
lightly turn the steering left and 
right, again feeling and listening 
for notching 
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? RESHAPE THE TRAILS 

From the wettest mud to the loosest sand, 
No tyre outperforms the X20 


SOFT/INTERMEDIATE TERRAIN 


GENUINE 'MADE IN JAPAN 1 
FACTORY SPEC TYRES 


•Stiffer T read Blocks 

Bridgestone created 
all-new stiffer Tread 
Blocks to deliver stronger 
cornering grip & traction; 
perfect on ultra muddy 
trails & slippery sand. 


Optimized pattern layout l 
proven to dramatically increase 
traction & cornering grip on 
Soft/Intermediate terrain 


The new blocks are 
enhanced even more by 
protrusions jutting up from 
the tread elements in the 
cenlre! “unleash more 
edge-effect & strong 
traction on firmer grounds". 
CBK's provide more 
options for more riders 
across a much wider range 
of terrains. 
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STUART DICKS 
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Western Australian TRAILRIDER reader Stuart Dicks recently posted some 
pics of his DR650 on our Facebook page and we immediately needed to know 
more about this beautiful beast. Stuart kindly filled us in on how he put his ride 
together and where he's taken it. This man loves his DR and we can see why! 





FEATURE) 

SUZUKI DR650 BUILD 


coiB 


T he big ride journey on 
my 2003 Suzuki DR650 
started in October 2014, 
lasted for 30 days and 
covered five deserts that included 
the Little Sandy, the Great Sandy, 
the Western, the Victorian and 
the Gibson. 

It was one hell of a ride indeed. 
We covered 7800 kilometres and 
completed the job without a single 
puncture or mechanical breakdown. 


Before that, in 2009, the DR took 
me right around Australia. It’s also 
my daily ride. The clock has just 
registered 70,000 kays. 

I bought the bike in 2008 and so 
the transition from stock to what 
you see here started way back then. 
I worked for Suzuki/Maico sales 
in South Africa during the 1980s 
and so am very one-eyed when it 
comes to my choice of ride. I love 
this bike as if it were a member 


of the family. My wife has often 
asked, "Why don’t you update to the 
latest model?” But to me that’s like 
saying I need to give up on an old 
mate or relative, so it’s never going 
to happen. My bike has a soul and 
spirit. It has been with me to places 
very few people in my life have ever 
been and has brought me home 
safely and trouble free. This bike 
and I share a loyalty to one another. 
We provide for one another and we 


care for one another... and that’s 
just the way it is. 

All the mechanical work and 
maintenance I do myself. I use 
Silkolene Comp 4 10W50 oil for 
every 5000km service — the 
only internal work I’ve needed 
to do is adjust the valve settings 
as necessary. As for the rest, 
here goes with my mods and 
recommendations from the 
ground up. 
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Available in 

‘black’ or 
‘white’ 


Easy access 
control button 
on sleeve 


Engineered ultra light-weight heated garments 
supplying warmth at the PUSH of a button. 


LIGHTWEIGHT 

HEATED 

GARMENTS 

MADE FOR 
RIDERS 


Chris Birch 

(Red Bull extreme enduro rider) 


Available now at: 

www.avade.com.au 

or ask at your local motorcycle retailer 

















SUZUKI DR650 BUILD 

26 th PARALLEL 
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full contents of the tank to be used. 

The stock rear mudguard was disposed 
of and a shorty fitted. There are small 
indicators at both ends, with the front 
pair fitted onto the headlight shroud. 

An Acerbis front fender pretties up the 
front. B&B bashplate and side alloy 
plates protect the frame from scuffing 
(they’re excellent; they also stop the 
rubber frame grommets from going 
AWOL). I also fitted a centre stand which 
makes life so easy for stable parking 
(with all that luggage), and is a big help 
in the event of a puncture. I’ve lowered 
the footpegs 50mm for ride comfort. 

The Staintune exhaust system is 
brilliant, giving the bike an extra 6bhp 
and a throaty thumper note. 


The flight deck has Renthal 767s 
and 50mm bar raisers. I’m six foot 
two (1.88m), so together with the 
lowered footpegs the bars make 
the standing/sitting pozzy very 
comfy indeed. 

The grips are Progrips, which I 
wrapped up with foam Pussy grips 
to take all vibes and tingles away on 
those long 800+km days. I also have 
a cramp-buster throttle assist that 
allows me to exercise the fingers 
without dropping off the revs. Good old 
Ego Barkbusters are naturally fitted as 
well. An Eagle screen does the job it 
was designed for. 

I fitted a 12V charging system for 
phone/iPod etc onto the side of the 
headlight shroud behind the Eagle 
screen. I also have an on/off switch 
to kill the headlight and save juice in 


THE BUILD THAT 
MADE THE MONSTER 


Tyres: Dunlop D606 back and front 
enclosing Mefo Heavy-Duty tubes 
(3.5mm). The pair on the bike has so far 
racked up 11,500 kays. The sprocket 
ratio is 15/41 and I use a 110-link 
X-Ring chain. 

Suspension: Upgraded heavy-duty 
fork springs and fork oil with an Eibach 
spring in the shock. 

Fuel: I use a Safari 36-litre tank (yep, 
mine has expanded to this size — which 
is great!), with fuel filters leading off 
each fuel cock. The carby inlet has 
been twisted 90 degrees to allow the 


STUART'S 
OTHER LOVE 


Pictured here is my 1982 
Maico 250 Alpha 1 MC, 
which I restored during a 
year-long strip-down and 
nut-and-bolt build. She 
flies like the wind and is 
as strong as. I had one 
of these back in '82 and 
nostalgia got the better of 
me — I got sucked in BIG 
time... as one does. 






















case I get stuck and have to crank the 
electric starter. 

Also on the crossbar is my SPOT 
personal navigation system — a 
brilliant and necessary piece of 
equipment. While on the subject of 
worthwhile mods, I have a connection 
to an air compressor wired onto the 
battery. This system is near perfect 
and the compressor fits into the palm 
of your hand when connected. It’s 
called a MotoPressor pocket pump. 
Check it out on YouTube pumping up a 
BMW 1200 GSA tyre! 

One thing I always take on long rides 
is my AirHawk. The mini-cruiser size 
fits perfectly on the DR. He who rides a 
DR650 knows what I am talking about! 
At 56 years old, my arse deserves to 
be looked after. The pannier/carrier 
system I designed myself while a good 


mate bent and welded the aluminium 
and put it all together. It is light (7kg) 
but tough — all up, there is 70kg of 
luggage pictured on the bike. 

LAST WORD FROM 
A LEGEND 

Australia is a truly beautiful country 
that encompasses so much. To all 
those wonderful folk I have met on 
my adventure rides, for the sharing 
of food, drinks and yarns, for the help 
in times of need, my DR and I offer 
thanks from deep in our souls. 


-»■ .. 




The Staintune exhaust system is 
brilliant, giving my bike an extra 
6bhp and a throaty thumper note 
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I have ridden around the country in October beforejjnd 
I think I spent more time in a boat than on the bike 


HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
RUNNING TOURS IN CAMBODIA? 

We ran our first tour back in 2011. 
We started off small, with our 
booking office in the coastal town 
of Sihanoukville. For the first year 
or so we were mainly running day 
tours and short, two- or three-day 
trips around the south coast. In 
the following years the operations 
quickly grew into trips that ran 
over weeks, and which circled the 
entire country. 

WHAT DREW YOU TO CAMBODIA? 

I first visited in 2007 at the end of 
an around-the-world trip and I can 
honestly say it was my favourite of 
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the countries I had visited. It wasn’t 
just the riding but the people that 
I fell in love with. Despite their 
traumatic recent history, the people 
of Cambodia are incredibly friendly 
and welcoming. Even in the remote 
villages in the middle of the jungle, 
where families are living in basic 
wooden huts and have no real 
possessions, they always greet you 
with smiles and will invite you into 
their home to wine (rice) and dine 
you. The children are happy and 
playing wherever you go, waving 
and cheering as you ride past — such 
a contrast to back home where the 
kids I know just want to play on 
their iPads. 























HOW LONG ARE THE TOURS YOU RUN? 

Our scheduled tours vary from one 
to three weeks, but we also run 
bespoke tours for any duration the 
client wants. 

WHAT BIKES DO YOU USE? 

We use Yamaha WRFs for more 
experienced riders and Honda XRs, 
which have all been put on a weight- 
loss program and treated to a few 
other necessary upgrades. Next 
year we are planning to add Suzuki 
DRZ400s to our fleet. 

WHAT’S THE BEST TIME OF YEAR TO 
VISIT CAMBODIA? 

The dry season runs from November 
through until May. My favourite riding 
months would have to be November 
and December — the rains have 
stopped but there’s still plenty of mud 
about and the rivers are still high. 

I’m from England so I grew up riding 
in wet, muddy conditions! The early 
months of the wet season bring similar 


conditions. October is very wet. I have 
ridden around the country in October 
before and I think I spent more time in 
a boat that I did on the bike. 

WHAT’S THE MAKE-UP OF THE 
RIDES — LEAD RIDER, SWEEPS, 
BACK-UP VEHICLES, CORNER-MAN 
SYSTEM ETC? 

We only use the most experienced 
locals to lead our tours; our number- 
one guide has more than 15 years’ 
experience leading tours around 
Cambodia. The knowledge of these 
expert local guides is invaluable 
to our business. They know their 
country better than we ever could and 
we simply would not dream of touring 
without them. 

The sweep rider is also a trained 
medic who carries a substantial 
medical kit on the bike so, should 
someone have an accident up ahead, 
he will always catch up. 

Depending on the group size, 
we will also have one or two 







FEATURE: 

TOURING CAMBODIA 


mechanics riding in the pack. The 
team all have two-way radios so we 
can alert each other if there is ever 
a serious problem. 

The corner-man system is very 
important, and we give our riders 
clear instructions on how this works 
in the welcome talk before the start 
of the ride. Some of the trails we 
ride have a huge number of possible 
turn-offs so it would be easy to get 
lost if a reliable system like this were 
not employed. This system is brilliant 
because not only does it stop people 
getting lost, but it enables the group 
to spread out and it also rotates the 
riders so everybody has a chance to 
ride up front. 

We have a support vehicle (driven 
by a second medic] that carries 
people’s luggage, a second medical 
kit (along with an oxygen bottle and 
defibrillator), spare parts and a 
spare bike. This cannot always follow 
us on the trails, but it will usually 
meet us at lunchtime to provide us 
with a picnic. 

HOW FIT DO YOU NEED TO BE TO 
FINISH ATOUR? 

A good level of fitness is important, 
especially for the less experienced 
riders. It’s the heat and humidity 
that people struggle with most, and 
this is something you cannot really 
prepare yourself for. It’s fine when 



you’re moving, but as soon as you 
get to a section of trail that you find 
to be more of a struggle, the heat 
will hit you, hard. This is where 
good stamina will help you out a 
lot — and of course a member of 
our team will always be on hand 
to help if a rider is struggling on a 
particularly tough section. 

WHAT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE EVENT 
OF AN ACCIDENT? 

The support rider is a UK-qualified 
medic who carries a large medical kit 
on his back and in saddlebags. He of 
course carries a satellite phone and 
all the riders’ emergency contact and 
insurance information. Our course 
of action will depend on a number 
of factors: the severity of the injury, 
our location and the location of our 
support vehicle or other transport. 

All riders must have the appropriate 
travel insurance that will enable us to 
call in air support if necessary. 

The driver of our support vehicle is 
an experienced local nurse, so he is 
able to look after any riders that opt 
to ride in the support vehicle due to 
illness or injury. 


We donate a percentage of profits 


from each and every tour to a local 
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WHAT DOES THE COST OF A 
TOUR COVER? 

Our scheduled calendar tours 
include airport pick-up, quality 
accommodation, fuel, breakfast 
and lunch on the riding days and all 
entrance fees and crossings on riding 
days. Excluded from the tour price 
are your personal flights and travel 
insurance, visas, evening meals (our 
riders tend to prefer this as it gives 
them more flexibility in the evenings] 
and other personal expenses. 

HOW DO YOU GUYS DIFFER FROM 
OTHER TOURS IN CAMBODIA? 

My partner and I have always 
wanted to ‘give back’ and help out 
the communities that we enjoy 
riding through so much. We donate 
a percentage of profits from every 
tour to a local charity called M’Lop 
Tapang, based in the coastal town 
of Sihanoukville. This is a fantastic 
organisation that helps get kids off 
the streets and into school. They do a 
brilliant job of tackling the problem, 
working from the top down — that is, 
they go to the families and address 
any issues that may have led to 
them sending their kids out onto the 
streets to earn money. Often, M’Lop 
Tapang will help a family start a 
small business in order to generate 
a sustainable income, and as part 
of the deal the family will agree to 
put their children into school. We 
have recently started a charity ride 


with 100 per cent of the profits going 
to M’Lop Tapang. Next year’s is 
scheduled for April. 

We also sponsor a school in the 
north-east of the country, called 
‘Etoo’, that provides learning 
resources, school uniforms, toys etc. 

Besides giving back, our aim is 
for Ride Expeditions to have the 
highest of standards across the 
board. There are some good tour 
companies in Cambodia and there are 
some terrible ones. The reason we 
started this business is because we 
saw an opportunity — an opportunity 
to do everything right and become 
known for our quality service. 

Properly maintained bikes, high 
levels of safety, use of the best and 
most experienced staff and proper 
organisation are four areas where we 
believe we excel. One thing we say to 
our customers during the welcome 
briefing: "This is your holiday and 
you’ve put your trust in us — it is 
therefore our responsibility to ensure 
that it’s the best it can possibly be.” 
We understand the high standards 
that westerners expect and we do 
everything we can to deliver these. 

We like to think we go the extra mile 
to ensure a fun and varied experience 
for our riders, whether by organising 
birthday parties, visiting elephant 
sanctuaries, taking them along to 
local weddings, camping outside 
ancient temples... after all, it’s not all 
about the riding! 
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TRAIL RIDE 

DOING IT FOR THE KIDS 


In an initiative brought forward on a 
dirtbike forum (DirtriderZ), a core group 
of nine riders supported by two wives, 
four of their kids and three dogs set out 
to ride in nine of Victoria’s most popular 
forests over nine days in a row. 

Each ride was supported and led 
by a forum member with solid local 
knowledge and on any given day another 
10-15 forum members would join in the 
fun and support this very worthy appeal. 
It started more than a year ago, when 
two forum members went on a couple 
of rides and asked the participating 
riders to donate $20 each to the Royal 
Children’s Hospital (RCH) appeal. That 
first year, more than $1350 was raised. 
After a few drinks and a bit of a chat it 
was decided to try to super-size this 
fundraiser over the next few years — 
and super-size it they did! 

The initial concept was simply to 
run nine different rides over the Easter 
break and keep going with what they’d 
already done: have a bit of fun and 
help raise a few dollars for the RCH. 
DirtriderZ is well known now in the 
dirtbike world for bringing together like- 
minded people in a safe and supportive 
environment, with a big emphasis on 
getting newer riders of all ages enjo; 


the sport and learning together. 

9 Rides in 9 Days grew from there. 

IMPOSSIBLE? NAH! 

As people from all walks of life put up 
their hands to help, a few riders decided 
that they wanted to have a crack at all 
nine rides. Were they mad? Most of the 
combatants were family men and all bar 
‘Twist’ and ‘DC’ were well over 40 years 
old; did they really think their bodies 
and/or minds could keep up? 

From the first morning the pace was 
on with 75 to 140 kilometres of technical 
terrain to be covered each ride. With 
that forest done it was time to pack up 
the gear, move on to the next and start 
all over again. 

From Neerim to Yarra Glen, 
on to Kinglake and then off to Mt 
Disappointment. A quick stop at Cobaw, 
where more than 24 riders appeared 
for the ‘Wombat’ section, then over to 
Creswick and down to Anglesea. The big 
challenge then was a three-hour convoy 
back to Tallarook for day nine. Surely 
thatwas g-eing to pull some up. It didn’t. 
• • • t m 


GOOD CAUSE 

With a shared total of more than 12,000 
kilometres on the bikes and each of the 
nine principal riders travelling well over 
650 kilometres in the car, this super¬ 
sized endeavour produced some very 
impressive movement. 

Many riders came to join in over the 
full nine days. Some stayed for just the 


day, some for longer — but all came and 
went with a smile. 

It’s to the great credit of the DirtriderZ 
spirit and to its founder Geoffro that these 
people, these travellers, these dirtbike 
riders, came together as strangers over 
the internet with no common ground 
other than a love for the bush, the bike, 
and a desire and a willingness to protect 
and do the right thing by both, while 
supporting a great cause. 
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■ The initial concept was to; 

!Jsimply run nine different rides 
i over the Easter break 







www.amcr.com.au 

0411 089 498 contact Eddy 


TRAPP MOTORCYCLE TOURS 


Simpson Desert Tours and many others... 


Simpson Desert 6 day Tour all inclusive $3850 
Cape York 8 Day Tour all inclusive $3990. Check website for details. 




Shop online Id speedfreakaccessories.com.au & save 

Email: infofaspeedfreakaccessories.com.au Phone: 0413 733 908 


Chain lock and 
Anchor $25 


Caps from $1 


The Ultimate Pack 
all of this for just $69.50 


Aluminium 



























REASON 
FOR RIDING 

During the nine days the riders 
endured many a puncture, bikes 
were broken and repaired on 
site, tempers came and went 
without conflict, and friendships 
were born among adults and 
kids alike. A big shout-out goes 
to ‘Tiny’, who destroyed a bike 
one day and showed up the next 
with a new ride just to finish. 

They rode through dusty days, 
they rode through rain and they 
slept in cars, caravans and swags. 
They ate on the trails and elsewhere 
when time allowed. Showers were 
at a premium and on the days they 
existed were gladly used by all. 
Across Victoria, families and homes 
were opened up to the riders and 
private properties were made 


r 


available for the kids to get a ride as 
well. Great comradeship was shown 
from riders across the state. I remember 
being stuck down a track at a log that 
was just out of my league and some guys 
who were also stuck, though not on the 
ride or even the forum, asking: "You’re 
not on that DirtriderZ crew trying for 
Nine are you? Good luck, fellas — go for 
it!” as they kindly helped me over... 

At this point we all should remember 
that this is not an organisation. It’s 
not a business,nor is it even really 
organised or put on by any one person. 
This is simply a group of like-minded 
individuals coming together to share 
their enjoyment of the bush and trying to 
do some good in the world. 

One of the lead riders has a tag that 
reads: I reckon if everyone owned a 
dirtbike, we could solve world peace! 
This ride, this trip, this experience 
makes me believe it! 
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t OFFER AND THE BEST RIDERS . 
2 EVENTS LIKE NO OTHER. 

A HILL THAT EVERY SECOND 
MATTERS AND A 3 HOUR 
EXTREME ENDURO. 
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SPECTATOR ENTRY I5K>ES£*I 
ADULTS $20 2DAY PASS $30 
UNDER 16YRS $10 2DAY PASS $15 
UNDER 10YRS FREE 


www.kennyracing.com.au 
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GRANT SAYERS 

Age: 23 

Occupation: Construction worker 


SPENSER DAWSON 

Age: 28 

Occupation: Carpenter 


MATT BERNARD 

Age: 25 

Occupation: Deputy Editor, 
TRAILRIDER Magazine 


THE TEST GROUND 

A mix of road riding, gazetted dirt 
roads, sandy single trail, technical 
slow-speed rocky downhills and a few 
technical hill climbs. 


THE COMPARO 

This is not a motocross-style shootout. 
The idea is to test each of these 
bikes individually and go for a bloody 
fun trailride to see what’s good and 
what’s not so good about these 250cc 
machines. The terrain we tackled is 
chosen to reflect what the majority of 
riders will do on these bikes. There’s no 
point launching big jumps or tackling 
ridiculous rock climbs; it’s all about 
horses for courses. 


THE MACHINES 

Each of these bikes was supplied by the 
manufacturer, the Kawasaki KLX250S 
fitted with Barkbusters hand guards, 
the Honda CRF250L fitted with a CRF 
Racing bash plate and Barkbusters hand 
guards. The Yamaha WR250R was as off 
the showroom floor. 





TRAILBIKE COMPARO 
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The first tricky little piece of track 
came in the form of a short and sharp VS 
rocky hill climb hi* 





LET’S DO IT 

We each picked a steed and embarked 
on our day’s trailride, starting with 
around 20km of winding seated roads 
en route to the dirt road that would 
head into our tittle trait wonderland. 
The fresh autumn air had me wishing 
I’d grabbed an enduro jacket but glad 
I had the Honda and its hand guards. 
The Honda CRF250L is comfortable on 
the road; it’s settled and the low nature 
of the bike makes it stable. 

It sat on lOOkm/h fairly easily 
despite my 95kg frame and camera 
equipment. The Kawasaki had a far 
less comfortable front end at high 


speed on the tar but its engine is 
also happy to sit at around 10Okm/h. 
The Yamaha has a noticeably higher 
sitting position which we found most 
comfortable on the road and has 
excellent road manners all-round. 

I was bloody frozen by the time we 
arrived at the trails so we instantly 
darted into some single trail to bring 
the body temperature up. The WR250R 
found its own quickly with Grant on 
board and made light work of any rocks 
due to its ground clearance advantage. 
The Honda CRF250L has much less 
ground clearance and some extra 
weight — close to 10kg on the other 
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LET US SHOW YOU CAPE YORK THE FAIR DINKUM WAY! 


Tel: (07) 4053 6999 Mob: 0412 950 192 

Email: dave@tairdinkumbiketours.com.? 11 


VIEW ONLINE & BOOK YOUR TOUR NOW: 

www.fairdinkumbiketours.com.au 














With the best trail of the day in the bag, we 
decided it was time for a frosty ale 
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two — so it was important to pick tines 
and I certainty teft some scrape marks 
on the undercarriage of the CRF Racing 
bash ptate. The Kawasaki had no issues 
and the excettent brakes were instantly 
a hit with att of us. 

The first tricky tittle piece of 
track came in the form of a short 
and sharp rocky hi ft ctimb. It wasn’t 
overty difficult but you had to pick a 
good line. With plenty of revs the CRF 
climbed easily, as did the KLX, then 
the WR250R took it straight up the 
guts in the hardest, shittiest line there, 
all without a problem. 

SWAPPED OVER 

I jumped on the Kawasaki KLX250S 
after the Flonda CRF250L and the 
extra seat height for me was a winner 
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straight away. The slightly taller bike 
made me more comfortable but it 
could do with some handlebar raisers 
when the rider’s standing. It’s not made 
for a tall rider, but in saying that I was 
comfortable to spend the next hour or 
so weaving in and out of the trees and 
through the single trail. 

The bike is fairly narrow between the 
knees and the engine was enjoyable 
and had a little bit of spark when 
required. The suspension wasn’t as 
plush as the Honda but it has more 
bottoming resistance and dealt with the 
hits better. However, it did throw a few 
little twitches my way. The suspension 
isn’t far off the money, so I think more 
time on the bike and maybe some 
tweaks with the clickers — perhaps 
even getting a suspension tuner to 
work some magic on at least the forks 
— and you’d transform this bike into a 
more confident machine. 

HOME RUN 

As the tracks widened and the speeds 
picked up, I took my turn on the 
Yamaha WR250R. This bike really is in 


YAMAHA WR250R 

Engine 

Liquid-cooled DOHC 
4-valve 4-stroke 

Fuel management 

Electronic fuel injection 

Starter system 

Electric 

Fuel tank capacity 

8 litres 

Transmission 

6-speed 

Seat height 

930mm 

Wheelbase 

1420mm 

Ground clearance 

300mm 

Kerb weight 

134kg with 8 litres of fuel 

KAWASAKI KLX250S 

Engine 

Liquid-cooled DOHC 
4-valve 4-stroke 

Fuel management 

Carburettor Keihin CVK34 

Starter system 

Electric 

Fuel tank capacity 

7.7 litres 

Transmission 

6-speed 

Seat height 

890mm 

Wheelbase 

1430mm 

Ground clearance 

285mm 

Kerb weight 

134kg 

HONDA CRF250L 

Engine type 

249.6cc Liquid-cooled 
4-stroke single 

Fuel management 

PGM-FI electronic fuel 
injection 

Starter 

Electric 

Transmission 

6-speed constant mesh 

Wheelbase 

1445mm 

Seat height 

882mm 

Ground clearance 

258mm 

Fuel capacity 

7.7 litres 

Kerb weight 

143kg 


KAWASAKI KLX250S 

• Strong brakes 

• Comfortable ergonomics 

• Nimble feeling in tight terrain 

• Low seat height 

• Modern looks 

YAMAHA WR250R 

• Off-road performance 

• Responsive engine 

• Suspension and handling 

• Roomy cockpit 

• Nice and light clutch 

HONDA CRF250L 

• Settled feeling on the trails 

• Responsive turning 

• Low seat height 

• Cheapest to buy 

• Minimal vibration on the tar 


HONDA CRF250L 

$5699 + ORC 

KAWASAKI KLX250S 

$6299 + ORC 


YAMAHA WR250R 

$7999 +ORC 













KAWASAKI KLX250S 

SPENSER: “The Kawasaki wasn’t my 
favourite on the road; the steering was 
a bit tight, which then was good on the 
tight traits. It had reatty good top-end 
power when you had it revving. I tiked 
how it was tow, which hetps me, being 
shorter than you two. 

"The front brakes are very good, 
though super-touchy — I found that 
out a few times. The throttle response 
isn’t quite as quick as the othertwo, 
though, being a carby bike and the 
others fuel-injected.” 

GRANT: “I’ve certainty ridden bikes 
that weren’t as good out of the crate. 


I stood up and could stilt reach the 
bars, though you’d have to run some 
higher bars on it and you’d be right on 
it if you were a fair bit taller than me. 
Those front brakes are very touchy; 

I found it diving a bit when you touch 
them. The bike got going once the 
engine was revving, but in the tighter 
stuff it was easy just to chug along in 
a gear higher without too much fuss 
or effort.” 


HONDA CRF250L 

SPENSER: “The Honda handles really 
well. It’s heavier and lower to the 
ground, which is great for me but 
maybe not for you taller blokes. I liked 
the brakes on the Honda; they were 


a league of its own off-road; the engine 
is more powerful, the suspension more 
compliant and the machine more 
spacious in the cockpit. The bike has 
a more enduro feel to it and it’s just 
that little more off-road-ready than the 
other two bikes — and it would also 
want to be, as it’s more expensive than 
the Honda or the Kawasaki. 

We followed this snaking sandy 
trail which featured some fun erosion 
mounds, some wicked flowing berms 
and a couple of switchbacks through 
the trees. It was an amazing little 
hidden gem of a trail and we all had 
smiles inside our helmets. The Yamaha 
might have handled the big hits that 
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still strong and had good feel, and 
weren’t as touchy as the Kawasaki’s, 
which I think is a positive. 

“The engine was really smooth too; 
it hardly revved when we were riding 
back on the road. It would be the one 
to own if you were looking at doing a 
fair bit of road riding.” 

GRANT: “You could point and shoot 
it where you wanted it on those fire 
trails. I really did like the Honda. It was 
the most comfortable even though it 
was lower and smaller — most blokes 
at six foot won’t be buying one of 
these anyway. 

I felt like I was pedalling along 
pretty quick on the Honda in the 
single trails. The brakes are good, 
too. It felt really plush and I enjoyed 
riding it. On the road, you could put it 
in top gear and it hardly revved doing 


lOOkm/h, which is great as there’s not 
much vibration.” 

YAMAHA WR250R 

SPENSER: It's much more like 
a serious dirtbike or enduro bike 
where the others are more suited 
to the entry-level rider. The Yamaha 
went nowhere near bottoming out 
when I was on it; I was much more 
comfortable on it when the tracks were 
a little bit more difficult. I don’t look 
at the Yamaha as an entry-level bike 
when compared to the other two; it’s 
that next step up.” 

GRANT: "It’s just that bit higher; it 
has that much more power to pop-up 
and go over a log or something. I 
don’t think I bottomed it out at all. 

It’s certainly more of an off-road bike. 

I wouldn’t get the WR if I were just 


r 

riding these 250 trail bikes and I 
was actually surprised at the terrain 
they were able to tackle without too 
much trouble. There are definitely 
blokes out there buying competition 
enduro machines who would get the 
job done on one of these and be less 
intimidated by their engines. 

The Yamaha WR250R is a clear 
winner in the dirt when it comes to 
performance, but the low seat height 
of the Honda and the Kawasaki 
might suit riders new to the sport 
or very short. The Honda is a settled 
machine and the suspension makes 
for a comfortable and confident ride, 
though it is a heavier bike and has 
less ground clearance — definitely 
invest in a bashplate. 

The Kawasaki has a very 
comfortable ergonomics package, 
very good top-end power and super¬ 
strong brakes. It’s not as heavy as 
the Honda and still has a nice low 
seat height. If you are starting out 
in the sport have a look at both the 
Kawasaki and the Honda; but if you 
are looking for something a bit more 
capable off-road then the WR250R 
could be more your motorcycle, 
filling the gap between the entry- 
level trail bike and the competition 
enduro machine. 


THE WASH UP 

We had an absolutely cracking day on 
these trailies and to me it was a real 
reminder as to why manufacturers 
keep making them. Sure, we would 
have gone faster, hit stuff harder 
and tackled way more difficult trails 
riding on $12,000 enduro weapons. 
But we had a bucket-load of fun 


starting out or were short — it’s a bit 
tall. If you were on the other two and 
got stuck you could easily put both feet 
down and get balanced or turn around. 
You might find a shorter guy wouldn’t 
be as confident without being able to 
touch the ground easily if stuck on a 
hill — the bike would be on the deck 
a bit more often. The WR is more 70 
per cent dirt, 30 per cent road and the 
other two are 50/50 road and dirt.” 
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Pitstop, Kamfari style — 
water, goggles, fuel, gloves 


iscroft secures his ninth v 
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scene. Just don’t wear your Sunday best, 
because you get so close to the action 
you will be wiping the mud off your teeth. 

At 10am sharp on the Sunday morning, 
the bush serenity was broken as 62 bikes 
fired into life and raced towards the 
first of many bog holes that adorned the 
13km lap. Brad "Wonka” Williscroft was 
out to secure his ninth title and his race 
quickly turned to crap as the front wheel 
of the KTM 450exc sunk deep in the mud, 
throwing Wonka over the bars. Daniel 
Mclnnes slipped past Wonka and then 
had his own battles with slower riders as 
he pulled off daring passing manoeuvres 
in a bid to take back-to-back victories. 
Meanwhile, extreme Enduro 


enthusiast Chris Warwick had an amazing 
start on the Sherco 300 and quickly pulled 
time on the rest of the field. Chris has 
been a regular on the podium, so would 
2015 be his year? 

Anything can happen during a four- 
hour enduro and Kamfari is no exception. 
Just when Warwick thought he had a 
handy lead on lap one, a cautious creek 
crossing turned his world upside down 
as the Sherco 300 drowned. Ten minutes 
later he was back in the race, but had 
lost around nine positions. Chris got 
away with that mishap pretty easily 
compared with some riders. Luckily 
competitors and marshals are more than 


If you haven’t been up to 
Australia’s Top End, it’s well worth 
a visit. I love coming up each year 
for the C&R Constructions Kamfari 
as it is the most unusual race I’ve 
attended anywhere in Australia. 

The hot, humid weather, the huge 
crowds, the friendly atmosphere 
and the muddiest enduro course 
you have ever seen all add up to 
something special. The countryside 
is magnificent and the flora has to 
be seen to be appreciated. Beautiful 
pandanus palms, waterlogged 
paperbarks and rugged spear grass 
turn the swamps into an eye-catching 


I t was cooler than usual this year when 
I walked off the plane at midnight in 
Darwin. I could tell, as my mate "Fats” 
was wearing a T-shirt and not the 
usual singlet when he arrived to pick me 
up. The dry season had started a little 
early and with the overnight temperature 
an unseasonably low 21 degrees, I had 
the most pleasant night’s sleep in the 
seven years I’ve been attending the 
Kamfari. Daytime temperatures were 
still mid 30s and humid but just a tad 
lower than previous years. Would the 
dry weather and low water levels affect 
the Top End’s "Muddiest Enduro”? Time 
would tell. 
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KAMFARI TOP TEN 

01. Brad "Wonka” Williscroft 

02. Daniel Mclnnes 

03. Chris Warwick 

04. Scott Campbell 

05. Mick Halliwell 

06. Daniel Carty 

07. Kurt Baxter 

08. Adam Clay 

09. Aidan Chamberlain 

10. Rodney Black 


way to fourth outright 


'hit the wide-open mud flats. While some 
riders choose their lines carefully, or 
stick to the spear grass at the track’s 
edge, Chris has the philosophy of hold it 
wide and let it slide! It might not be text 
book but crikey it’s impressive to watch, 
as more often than not it works. Being 
a Darwin local may have something to 
do with it. 

Mclnnes’s RMZ450 was working well 
and up to the two-hour mark he had held 
his lead, though now with Wonka’s KTM 
right behind him. Warwick still had the 
Sherco tapped out and had managed 
to move into third — though his efforts 
were not without incident as his missing 
headlight indicated. 

Scott Campbell was now leading the 
rookie class and the VETS as he slipped 
up into fourth outright. 

Halfway around lap six, Wonka made 
a move on Mclnnes and used the dry 
section to his advantage. He now had a 
2km trail section through picturesque 


paperbarks and left a trail of dust in his 
wake. He pulled out time on Mclnnes and 
from then on, Wonka settled in and slowly 
increased his lead. The former KTM 
off-road team manager was closing in on 
a possible ninth Kamfari victory, just one 
short of equalling Tony Morris’s record. 

By now stricken bikes were scattered 
throughout the entire course and served 
as a constant reminder to those still 
mobile to be on guard the whole time. 
Kamfari can catch out the best. What 
looks like an inch of water could turn out 
to be a mud hole deep enough to swallow 
a bike whole. 

Through the last of the deep mud 
sections right at the finish line, the 
massive crowd cheered as the marshals 
did their best to direct bikes to the best 
lines. Not everyone believed them and 
some chose their own lines, hoping for 
the best. 

Wonka was taking no chances despite 
a 10-minute lead as the four-hour cut-off 


neared. He pulled into the pits for one last 
splash of fuel before tackling the last lap. 
Victory was close, but not close enough to 
drop your guard. Mclnnes pushed on but 
couldn’t make up time and so the Darwin 
rider’s dream of successive wins died. 

At the four-hour mark, many of the 
3500-strong crowd watched the flag 
marshal. Eight minutes later a KTM with 
number 82 barely visible under layers 
of mud crossed the line. Brad "Wonka” 
Williscroft had done it yet again. Mclnnes 
held on for a well-deserved second 
while Warwick was ecstatic at his come- 
from-behind third place. New South 
Welshman Scott Campbell finished 
fourth outright and ended up taking 
home a swag of trophies. No doubt 
Wonka will be back next year looking for 
win number ten in the Kamfari’s 45th 
year. I know I will be back. 


willing to lend a hand, as extracting a bike 
from these quagmires requires more than 
one pair of hands. 

By the end of the first lap, Daniel 
Mclnnes had managed to take the lead 
with local rider Daniel Carty close behind 
in second. Wonka had made it up into third 
place and made an unscheduled pit stop 
to change gloves and goggles that were 
now covered in sloppy mud. After another 
13km Mclnnes was still out in front, pulling 
a little time and looking good for those 
back-to-back wins. Wonka had meanwhile 
caught Carty who now dropped to third and 
was being hunted down by Mick Halliwell 
and Kamfari virgin Scott Campbell. Scott 
had travelled all the way from Sydney to 
experience first hand the infamous mud 
race that he’d so often read about. 

Chris Warwick had already booked his 
flight to Redbull Romaniacs but right now he 
was hell bent on catching the leaders. Chris 
loves extreme riding and it showed when he 
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There's a Lotto Like^ 
about the big Yamaha, 
we pick our t op 10 on 
the super 1Q.| 
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PROJECT BIKE 

SUPERTENERE1200 


CRAIG BERNARD 


9. BURN BABY BURN 


1 . ADAPTABILTY and 
VERSATILITY 


5. SUPER STOPPERS 


10. LOOKIN’THE GOODS 


2. TECHNOLOGY 


6. SNEAKY SWITCH 


3. SIT OR STAND AND 
DELIVER 


7. NO CLING-ON KOALAS 


8. DIRT-A-BILITY (is that 
even a word?) 


4. PACK ’N’ SEND 
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PROJECT BIKE: 


KAWASAKI KLX450 



WORDS AND PICS BY GREG SMITH 
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ith enough time in the 
saddle to understand 
the KLX intimately and 
know what I want to 
achieve, I’ve found a 
few things that niggle 


receiving the bike. These two things 
combined would make it easier to ride — 
and would outpace my mates on the trail. 
Well, at least it sounds good. 


SUSPENSION 


at my sense of calmness while dodging 
the trees on a weekend. One of those key 
points was the suspension — it’s way too 
under-sprung. Yes, it’s a trail bike but 
most riders considering buying one of 


When I was in a pickle and needed a hand 
yvith the KLX’s suspension I approached 
David Burnett of Suspension Matters to 
see if he could help out with the sedately 
controlled valving while also replacing the 


about we do something along the lines of 
what Kirk Hutton runs?” he said. "Yeah, 
that sounds good,” I thought. "I’m nearly 
as old as him.” 

He then asked me a few sneaky little 
questions that pinpointed my real ability 
and desired comfort level and understood 
there was a far more realistic setting 
for me. 

As I stripped the bike of the bouncy 
stuff at each end, Dave started to perform 


superior bottoming resistance while 
retaining a plush, controlled ride. The 
standard fork springs are rated at 0.44kg/ 
mm. These were replaced with 0.47kg/ 
mm rate springs. The rear shock has also 
had a few enhancements internally plus 
a Rebound Separator Valve that will help 
the bike feel less vague in wide-open trail 
G-out sections. The stock rear spring is 
rated at 5.0kg/mm and has been replaced 
with a 5.6kg/mm spring. 

Since Dave’s work, the bike now feels 
so much more balanced on wide-open 
trails and less prone to wallowing and 
diving at high speed. The bike also sits up 
in the stroke now, allowing it to stay lower 
in ruts for longer without having to fit it 
to stay low. The suspension action under 
brakes is so much better and even during 
hard braking across tree roots there isn’t 
any of the harshness that I used to feel. 

All in all it’s a massive improvement and 
one that should help me stay upright, 


PRO CIRCUIT EXHAUST 


ring 
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and 



these probably don’t weigh 70kg; they’d 
be more likely to come in around the 
100kg mark fully kitted up for a ride. The 
next area of modification is the engine, 
"notably” (pardon the pun) the exhaust. 

It was my mission to make sure I 
changed these two areas to make them 
more suitable for the single-track/fire 
trail (70/30) riding I’ve been doing since 


springs with something more suited to 
my weight and riding style. His business 
is in the Sunshine Coast’s Glass House ’ 
Mountains, where Dave has loads of test 
riding facilities on hand to help. 

After I'd been weighed and told him 
just how hard I ride and how many 
trophies I’d never earned he immediately 
settled on a valving set-up for me. "How 


his magic. First, he measured the 
springs to see what they were exactly. He 
then pulled the valving apart, carefully : 
laying out the components like a jigsaw 
puzzle. It wasn’t the first time he’d done 
this and before too long the forks were 
reassembled with new valving, plus a 
little secret internal modification and 
a set of Race Tech Gold Valves to offer 


I couldn’t find an exhaust system off 
the shelf, so Kawasaki came to the 
rescue with a full Titanium Pro Circuit 
T4 exhaust. Kawasaki also threw in a 
few carburettor components to help 
tune performance with the new system 
in place. 

After removing the original exhaust 
from the bike, 
















yes, I needed a rest! That muffler 
weighs a tonne. Seriously, it’s far too 
heavy and needs to be replaced if 
you own one of these; and I’d do that 
before you set up your suspension. I 
suggest that you look into Forestry- 
certified exhausts for the KLX as the 
Pro Circuit exhaust I’m using is still on 
the loud side of acceptable (but only 
just, thankfully). The difference with 
the new system fitted is amazing. It 
finally allows the engine to breathe 
and it pulls like a train. With more 
bottom-end torque plus a little more 
top end, I’m going to try the 49-tooth 
rear sprocket as the engine will pull 
it for sure, and will need fewer gear 
changes in tight trees. 

Just fitting the exhaust would 
probably see a set of exhaust valves 


needed within a couple of rides as 
the engine needs a lot more fuel 
to operate properly with that new 
system. After consulting the guys at 
Kawasaki I fitted the advised jetting 
from the supplied JD Jetting kit (Red 
Needle on the 3rd clip, 165 main and 
a 45 pilot). I also made the trek to my 
local bike shop to get an externally 
adjustable air screw. Once fitted, 

I found that 2)h turns out was the 
best way to keep the motor running 
smoothly. The bike now starts easily 
whether bone cold or red hot and runs 
smoothly right through the range. As 
old timers say, it’s as good as 
a bought one! 


BLINKERS 

I was unable to find factory blinkers and the 
wiring harness so I did a bodgy job of creating 
something that would get me by while riding on 
public roads. Yes, I do realise that this may well 
be illegal but at least I tried to stay roadworthy, 
right? I went to my local electronics shop and 
bought a set of LED stick-on light strips (now 
mounted on the Barkbusters) plus an LED 
compatible flasher and some wire to make them 
work. I borrowed a set of standard-style LED 
rears from a mate and wired them up via a switch 
on the bars. The system works off the battery as 
it’s 12 volts. 

With 24 hours’ riding time since the last 
update the oil and filter have been changed as 
well as numerous air filter cleans and the odd 
chain adjustment just to keep the big girl 
purring along nicely. 

One thing that hasn’t gone so smoothly for the 
bike this month was a broken headlight that was 
the result of a cross-rut altercation with a tree 
at 30km/h. Needless to say, I kicked at the tree 
trying to blame it for my stupidity but all I did was 
hurt my foot. At least the speedo/tripmeter was 
undamaged. The gear lever was bent so badly 
that it downshifted when I stood on the pegs. I 
managed to find a new lever and we’re now back 
working at 100 percent. 

The tyres are a little low now but I’m more 
than impressed with their mileage and the fact 
that they still offer rideability when down to 50 
per cent tread depth. For those who don’t want to 
flick back to last issue here are the details: Front 
— Pirelli Scorpion XC Mid-soft; Rear — Pirelli 
Scorpion XC Mid-hard. I only need one more ride 
out of them this weekend before I change them 
to something a little softer to help make the 
suspension shine even more. 

Thanks for reading, and if you have any 
questions, suggestions or information just get in 
touch with us via the Facebook page and we’ll do 
our best to get back to you. 
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The bike feels so much more balanced 
on wide-open trails and less prone to 
wallowing and diving at high speed 
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6 DIFFERENT WAYS 
TO WEAR A BEANIE 


THE STANDARD 

This method is the most effective to keep you 
warm. Simply wear the beanie without cuffing 
it so that it covers your ears. The front should 
rest just above your eyebrows. 

THE SINGLE CUFF 

This one is great for bad hair days and casual 
office settings. Cuff the beanie once and wear 
on the top of your head, with the beanie resting 
halfway down your ears. 

THE STEVE ZISSOU 

The classic fisherman's look is now a hipster 
mainstay. Roll or cuff the beanie twice, and 
wear at the top of your head. You can wear it 
forward or back depending on whether you 
want your hair to show from underneath. 

THE HIGH-TOP 

This look says, "I'm not cold, I'm cool." Wear 
the beanie as far toward the top of your head as 
possible. Let it rest above your ears, keeping it 
vertical and well rounded throughout. 

THE ROBIN HOOD 

If you're feeling inventive, leave the beanie 
uncuffed in the front and cuff once in the back. 
The cuff should form an angle that starts and 
stops at either ear. 

THE DAVID BECKHAM 

For that unaffected, too-cool-for-school look, 
wear the beanie as far back as possible, letting 
the extra fabric slouch in the rear. Cover your 
ears and allow some hair to tuft out in the front. 
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rescueME PLB1 - The World’s Smallest Personal Locator Beacon 




p 7 Year Battery Life 
{ f 66 Channel GPS 
Link Via Satellite 






Subscription Free 

Strobe Light 
Waterproof to 15m 



$399 


RRP 



inReach Explorer SPOT GEN3 

$529 *RRP $219 *RRP 


> 2 way Satellite Communication 

> SOS Button 

> Live Tracking 

> Handheld GPS features 


OK/Check in Button > 
SOS Button > 
Live Tracking > 
Help/Assist Button > 





Mounting Systems For: 

Cameras - GPS’s 
Phones - Tablets 
and virtually anything! 

Lifetime Warranty 

Australian Di^ributor WWW> Q 11 S at . C O IT1. 8 U 

All Sat 


Communications 


1300 747 587 


*Use of the satellite service for these devices is by subscription - costs vary depending on 
device and usage required - SOS messages are relayed to Australian Emergency Services. 
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ACERBIS SHARK 
BOOTS BLACK 


REID 

XENON 29ER 
MOUNTAIN BIKE 


We’ve been fortunate enough to have the guys at Reid Cycles 
supply us a Xenon 29er Mountain Bike for review in 
TRAILRIDER and so far we’re loving hitting the trails 
with some pedal power. I came across Reid Cycles 
when looking for a second-hander on Gumtree. 

I have some great mountain bike trails close to my 
house and thought it crazy not to get in there and 
have more of a go and get fit at the same time. 

A quick fact check on the Xenon shows a very 
impressive line of components, which sparked my 
interest in the model. Features include Suntour 
XCT fork with 100mm of travel, Shimano shifters, 

Tektro hydraulic discs and double-wall alloy rims. 

So far I’ve only had a couple of spins on the bike, so 
stay tuned for more when we get better trail time on the 
Xenon 29er. - Matt Bernard 


If you’re after a pair of boots on a budget, Acerbis Sharks are certainly a 
good option to look at. They carry a very small price tag but feature plenty of 
quality and are comfortable to hit the trail in. I’ve been wearing the Sharks 
for a few months now and they took a few rides to really come into their own 
as they were a little stiff to start with. But now they’ve bedded in they’re a 
good pair of heels to get your feet into. The aluminium four-buckle system 
works well and has a quick-release/locking system. The boots do fall short 
in comfort and mobility when compared to a $500 pair, but at $179.95 they’ll 
offer a heap more protection than a pair of work boots and are certainly 
worth investing in if you’re getting into trailriding and trying to keep the 
costs down. I certainly recommend them. Want the next level in Acerbis? 
Check out the X-Move 2.0 boots at www.mx1australia.com.au. 

- Matt Bernard 


ACERBIS SHARKS FEATURES INCLUDE 


Reinforced steel toe. 

Leather upper. 

Customised vulcanised rubber 
gaiter. 

New aluminium four-buckle 


fastening with memory and 
quick-release/locking system. 

• Leather inserts with excellent 
resistance to heat. 

• Certified EN13634. 


If you are someone who struggles late on a trailride, give Endura’s Sport Gels 
a whirl. They will help with that last half hour of your ride and I’ve found they 
reduce cramps and soreness. They keep your glycogen levels up, taste OK and fit 
easily in your CamelBak. Ensure you drink plenty of water to avoid dehydration 
and stomach cramps. - Matt Bernard 


DIRECTIONS FOR USE 

For best results, consume one 
35g serve (1 Vs tablespoons 
or 26.4ml) or one sachet 15 
minutes prior to exercise and 
every 30 minutes with fluid to 
prevent glycogen depletion and 
energy loss. Take again directly 
after exercise to aid recovery. 
Endura Sport Gels not 
recommended for children, 
pregnant or lactating women 
and people sensitive to caffeine. 
Always consume ample water 
to avoid dehydration. 


TRIED 

AND 


ENDURA SPORT GELS 


78 | Trailriiler 














LEATT GPX 5.5 NECK BRACE 


I’ve always struggled to wear a neck brace while riding in the bush, finding it 
difficult to look ahead on steep hills and get comfortable on long downhills. 

The Leatt GPX 5.5 doesn’t offer the same restriction and I can now ride 
confidently and comfortably in the trees. The Leatt GPX 5.5 neck brace is 
engineered by a doctor and bio-medical specialists. It’s made of fibreglass- 
reinforced polyamide. The helmet rim striking platform has been designed 
for increased head and helmet freedom, which for me is one of the biggest 
positives about the new design. It offers five-way adjustability to ensure a 
perfect fit. The rear of the neck brace has been redesigned both to work with 
the body’s natural movements and to snap off before excessive force is applied 
to the back. On one side of the brace you’ll find an easy-action emergency 
release for use in the event of an accident, while the collarbone cut-outs 
keep the brace away from that area in an accident. For me, the new Leatt 5.5 
GPX brace has certainly taken another step forward in neck brace design and 
eliminated some of their shortcomings. - Matt Bernard 



POD NIX K8 ULTIMATE 
KNEE BRACES 


A good knee brace will help allay the worry of injury when you’re out riding, as 
well as build confidence in the safety of your lower legs — just as a good pair 
of boots will. 

For a few years now I’ve entrusted my knees to the Australian brand Pod 
MX by using their original knee braces. Although practical and long-lasting 
(they’re five years old) they are bulky and the Velcro straps caught on my pants 
all the time. 

Now I’ve been fortunate enough to try a pair of the new MX Pod K8 Ultimate 
braces. The first thing I noticed was how snugly they fitted. My old braces must 
have needed a refurb but they felt right because I used them so often. Make 
sure you measure your legs and try on a set before buying the size you think is 
right for you. 

The look and feel of the new braces is second to none and the comfort level 
is a 10 out of 10, with better strap thickness helping not to chafe or pinch your 
skin. I haven’t needed to increase the lockout angle but did note how easy it 
is to adjust. The two main frames are made from carbon fibre with both the 
upper and lower cuffs made from a flexible high-impact resistant plastic 
that moulds to your leg through strap tension. There are four straps, each 
numbered to help you fit the braces in the right sequence. All the foam linings 
are removable for washing. On the bike they feel extremely thin and don’t 
affect my riding position. Another plus is that the straps don’t continually pull 
the liner from my pants when taking them off. 

Flaving woken up with a sore knee in times gone by, I strongly recommend 
using knee braces to help limit any unnecessary pain on a Monday morning. If 
you can’t afford the new K8s, make sure you look at the K300s but please don’t 
ride without knee protection. - Greg Smith 



MXl AUSTRALIA 
STUBBY HOLDER 


A product review on a stubby holder? OK, not really. This just keeps 
ya tinny cold on a hot day or your hands off your cold beer on a cold day 
— but hey, it looks very cool. The MXl Australia Stubby Holder is a must- 
have item for the overnight trailride — get onto one. - Matt Bernard 














TECH 

TIPS 
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STOPPING PERFORMANCE 


i STORY AND PHOTOS BY CLIVE WARD FROM MOTORCYCLEBIZ 


T here are lots bf parts 0 Y 1 your diftbike 
that require routine maintenance, but 
while you can get away with less than 
regular attention on same, brakes 
should always be properly and thoroughly 
serviced. Discovering a lack of strong, controlled 
braking performance at the end of a long, high¬ 
speed straight or while picking your way down a 
steep and gnarly slope is not a good plan. Modern 
disc brake systems offer sensational stopping 
power and control. Withr regular TLC, you can 
rest assured they won’t let you down. 

1: DISC ROTORS 

Check your rotors for three things. First, make 
sure they are above the minimum thickness (this 
measurement is often engraved on the disc or 


given in your owner’s manual). A badly wor*n 
disc will often have a lip on the outer edge, 
making caliper removal difficult. Secorfd, check 
that the disc isrVt warped. With the bike on. 
a stand, kneel in front and slowly rotate the v 
wheel: the disc should not move from side to 
side. If it does, it will push the pads away from 
the disc, requiring the lever to be pulled in 
further before braking starts. Third, chqqk the 
rotors for cracks and. heat-spotted or scored 
disc surfaces. Scores and heat spcts will reduce 
friction and poor braking performance will 
result. Replace rotors displaying any of the 
above Issues and then fit new pads (new rotors 
come with a wax covering to stop rust, so make 
sure you clean the new disc thoroughly.with 
brake cleaner before fitting). 


?! CALIPERS 

Remove the cAliper and, inspect for leaks. Lever 
.the pistons back into the caliper; they should 
move smoothly and freely. Stiff or seized pistons 
will reduce braking performance and a caliper 
overhaul is required to rectify this. CheclTthe 
qaliper slides freely on its slide pins, .and check 
the rubber covers are not perished. Pull back and 
grease inside^ 

3: BRAKELINES ^ # 

.Check all lines for damage, ensure all the 
routing clips are in place and the lines don’t 
rub on anything through the full,movement of 
the suspension. 


— V 
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DOS AND DON TS 

DOs: Always use the 
specified brake fluid. If the 
manufacturer specifies Dot 4, 
use only that. 

Use sintered brake pads. 


DON’Ts: Never leave brake 
fluid in open containers. 

Brake fluid is hygroscopic 
and will absorb moisture from 
the atmosphere, drastically 
reducing its effectiveness and 
causing corrosion within the 
brake system. 

Never push caliper pistons 
back in without cleaning first. 
Never allow air to enter the 
system while replacing fluid; it 
can be hard to bleed out. 


*4: Dl${ 

Check the 


irake pad friction material; replace any 
pads^howingji mm or [ess. Always use ‘sintered’ 
pads for*off-road <jse, as muddy conditions will 
destroy organic pads within^ couple of hours. 
Ensure wear is'even between pads on the same 
caliper. Uneven wear could be due to a seized 
caliper pi-sjon or seized caliper slides^ 


\5: BRyMKE FJ.UID* ■ \ 

insure fluid level is^bove the minimum (mosC 
master cylinders have jp sight gfess). Replace 
.fluid every two years, regardless of„use. 
Completely drain and then flush fresl^ fluid 
through the entire system. Finish off withra bleed 
and insure y<5u remove all air ffom the dystem. 

A spongysfeel at me lever usually means you still 
have air in the^ystem. 


Cheek lever adjustment. Ensure they are at the 
correct heights acid not adjusted so.much that 
the brakes start to drag. Replace any bent or 
broken levers^you can always carry a bept one 
as arf emergency spare. 
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FEATURE 

ACCESSORIDE 


PRO GRIP TRIPLE 
WAFFLE GRIP 

www.jtr.com.au 



BLACKBIRD 
ERACING GRIPPER 
SEAT COVER 

www.mx1australia.com.au 


FMF Q4 EXHAUST 

www.mcleodaccessories.com.au 


CRF RACING 
RADIATOR BRACES 

motorcycles.honda.com.au 
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www.linkint.com.au 











GUARDS 

www.mx1australia.com.au 

■v 

\ 


FACTORY EFFEX 
GRAPHICS 

www.serco.com.au 


CRF RACING 


motorcydes.honda.com.au 


PIVOT PEGZ 


www.pivotpegz.net 


ICCESSCi 


OUR TOP 10 PRODUCTS THAT COULD MAKE YOUR HONDA CRF450X 

ENVY OF YOUR MATES 























ATVPATTAYA JUNGLE ADVENTURES 


Experience real Thailand and enjoy the Thai 
countryside on an ATV. ATV Pattaya Jungle 
Adventures use Polaris 330cc Trailboss Quad 
bikes as well as 360cc buggies. Ride through 
local jungles and farmlands, through mud and 
across creeks just a 20-minute drive from the 
beaches of Thailand’s extreme city. Beginners 
as well as experienced riders are catered for. All 
ATVs and buggies are automatic and easy to ride 
and drive. You’ll have the opportunity to have a 
spin on the practice track before you head into 
the trails. ATV Pattaya Jungle Adventures has 
been established since 2006. 


ON OFFER 


Polaris USA 330cc ATV Quad bikes 
360cc Fun Buggy Karts 
Highly professional guides 
Superb on-site bar/restaurant 
Showers, changing rooms 
Free hotel transfers 
Swimming pool 
Free soft drinks and fruit 
Helmet, goggles etc 
Fun and safe 

Simply a quality ATV adventure! 


GET IN TOUCH 



84 Trailrider 































■M 



Sensational Trail Riding. Stunning scenery, 
friendly people and no two days riding the same 




I n 


* '*». *L' 



^ Game Fishing / Snorkelling 
& Diving also available 












































TECHNICAL 


Climbing a technical hill is all about momentum and traction. 
Here's howto maintain both, story shane booth photography matt BERNARD 



G etting up a tricky hill 

isn’t about speed, which 
will just get you into 
difficulty. Rather, it’s 
all about maintaining 
momentum; and for that you need 
traction. The steeper the hill and 
the more technical, the harder 
it is to maintain momentum. But 
there is a combination of skills and 
techniques that can help you win 
the battle and get you to the top of 
the hill. 


SCAN AHEAD 

Your vision is arguably your most 
valuable tool. As soon as you spot 
the hill start to scan up it as far 
as you can see. The earlier you 
can spot potential problems and 
solutions, the better your chances 
of maintaining momentum. You are 
looking for the line that offers most 
traction; try to find the smoothest 
ground you can, avoiding loose 
surfaces or rocks where possible. 
Deep ruts are best avoided but 
sometimes smaller ruts can offer 
good traction and help you keep the 
bike straight, so don’t rule them 
out. The last thing to remember is 
to be creative and scan the ground 
where you think no one else has 
been — that’s where you’ll probably 
find the best line. 


CLUTCH IS CRITICAL 

You will struggle to climb any hill, 
let alone a technical one, if you 
don’t make good use of the clutch. 
The clutch is your manual traction 
control unit. Cover the clutch lever 
with a finger or two the whole time 
you are climbing because you’ll 
need to use it. The clutch allows 
you to control power delivery to the 
rear wheel much more accurately 
than by using the throttle alone. 

It also allows you to ride at slow 
speeds where necessary and 
without risk of stalling the engine. 

MOMENTUM 
NOT SPEED 

You need to maintain momentum, 
not build speed. If you can maintain 
10km/h up any hill you will make 
it to the top; it’s when you drop to 
9km/h and then 8km/h that you get 
into trouble, meaning you are losing 
momentum. To maintain momentum 
you need traction; the rear wheel 
needs to continue to bite into the 
ground and drive you forward. That’s 
where scanning for the best line and 
using the clutch well will help. Find 
a comfortable speed and maintain 
it: too fast and you’ll have difficulty 
making decisions and picking good 
lines. It’s all a balancing act to keep 


moving at a comfortable speed but 
not so quick that things start to feel 
like they are in fast forward. 

STAND AS MUCH 
AS YOU CAN 

Stay standing as much as you can. 
The standing position makes you 
more agile on the bike and able to 
react much more effectively. It also 
stops you from feeling as if you 
need to put your foot down at every 
little movement the bike makes. 
When you are standing you can let 
the bike change angles as it climbs 
the hill, while keeping your weight 
straight down through the footpegs. 

IF YOU GET STUCK 

If you feel like you are losing the 
battle try to choose your place to 
stop. This will allow you to stay in 
control of the situation. Put your 
left foot down and your right foot 
on the rear brake to stop yourself 
from rolling or sliding backwards. 
Once you are stopped, assess the 
situation and slowly back your bike 
around if you can. You may also 
need to get off the bike and stay on 
the high side of it as you reverse it 
around. Go to the bottom of the hill 
and have another crack. 
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TRAIL TIPS 

WINTER GEAR 



Kit up so you can keep riding through 
the winter months. 


STORY SHANE BOOTH 


ake a look at these five products that will provide the best 
bang for your buck in keeping you from icing up when 
hit the trails this winter. 




1. BASE LAYERS 

Rather than heading out and buying a completely 
new set of outer-wear-style gear for the winter 
months, look at purchasing some quality merino 
base layers that you can wear under your current 
stuff. It will work very well in keeping you warm and 
it doesn’t add bulk to your gear either. 

KATHMANDU FLEECE BALACLAVA - $39.95 
KATHMANDU MERINO SNOW SOCK - $59.95 
KATHMANDU MERINO TOP - $159.95 
KATHMANDU MERINO PANTS - $139.95 







2. GLOVES 

For riding in cold weather gloves are a must, but it’s a trade-off between 
warmth and dexterity. Gloves like these do a good job in cold weather 
while leaving you able to feel your levers and grips. Paired with a good 
set of handguards they will work for most conditions. 

FOX POLAR PAW GLOVE - $59.95 


Invest in a set of hand guards to which you can add a spoiler. 
These Acerbis handguards can have the optional spoiler 
added which increases the size of the handguard and helps 
redirect cold air away from your fingers. 

ACERBIS X-FORCE HANDGUARD $69.95 
X FORCE SPOILER KIT $14.95 



4. RAIN JACKET 

Rather than buying an expensive enduro jacket, you can look 
at something like this to wear on a cold day or even to have 
stashed in your CamelBak if the weather turns foul. If you have 
your base layers on this can work well for a few hours in the 
morning and then be taken off and restowed once the sun is up. 
FOX MX FLUID RAIN JACKET - $49.95 


5. DUAL LAYER LENS 

Riding a dirtbike is no fun if you can’t see, and in cold weather 
your goggles will fog up in an instant. Enter the dual-layer 
lens: this is worth its weight in gold on a brisk day in the 
trails; the dual lens is the same as you’ll find in a snow 
goggle, will eliminate fogging and allow you to keep your 
goggles on all day with no problems. 

100% VENTED DUAL PANE LENS - $24.95 



; 
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ADVENTURE NEWS 

STORY AND PHOTOS DAMIEN ASHENHURST 



GOOD SLEEP ON 
COLD RIDES 

When the temp gets all Arctic on you 

This one’s for the more serious outdoor enthusiast. 
With a comfort rating of -10°C, the Capsule 700 Down 
sleeping bag is great for any traveller or trekker in 
extra-cool climates. It has a sensational pack-down 
size thanks to the 700 grams of 90/10 duck down 
that provides excellent heat retention. Its full-length 
zip is on the left of the tapered rectangle bag. Most 
importantly, any high-performance hiking bag needs 
to be lightweight and portable and Denali has definitely 
achieved this with the Capsule 700’s pack weight of 
1,5kg. No doubt about it, performance and specification 
make the Capsule 700 one of the best-value duck down 
sleeping bags on the market today. 



SEEING DOUBLE 


The bike that doesn't exist has a photo shoot 

Honda spent untold sums of money getting back into 
rally racing and yet said no production bike would 
come of it. Honda unveiled a prototype bike but said 
again there would be no production bike. Yet here it 
is: the next Honda Africa Twin. The bike that wasn’t 
going to exist will go on sale in Europe by the end of 
the year and, best guess, in Australia some time in 
early-mid 2016. 

Why is it that we only ever learn about these bikes 
from the internet and sometimes months before 
any official word from any Australian manufacturer 
representatives? Not even a slight heads-up that 
something’s coming for us Aussies, as if none of us has 
the internet and so couldn’t possibly find out from an 
American or European source. In the case of the Africa 
Twin, it’s no great surprise as we don’t know anyone in 
the dirt world who hears (or had heard) anything from 
Honda Australia now or for the past few years. Things 
are real quiet in red. We miss you guys... come back. 


Be that as it may, the Africa Twin is back. Australia 
never got an official import of the legendary adventure 
bike but its deeds and accomplishments are well 
known. The new one will carry the title of CRF1000L, 
which is an interesting call as anything CRF is built 
for offroad use, so we can surmise that this will be a 
true adventure bike and not another road tourer with 
long-travel suspension. 

The option of Honda’s clever DCT transmission 
is available and the 10OOcc engine is a parallel twin 
that’s said to put out somewhere around 1 lObhp. 

Design patent drawings show a pretty slim machine 
and it’ll be interesting to see what the weight figures 
are and what sort of fuel capacity it carries. 

Until further details come in, we’ll have to wait 
patiently. But at least it’s finally time to say welcome 
back to a great old moniker, just as we did with the 
Tenere. If only Suzuki would bring back the DR BIG 
and Kawi would look at the Tengai again we’d have the 
whole set to play with. 







TOP 

T-RALLY 
TECH SPECS 

• ENGINE: ELECTRIC 
ASYNCHRONOUS THREE-PHASE 
INDUCTION 

• MAPPINGS: ECO AND SPORT 

• COOLING SYSTEM: LIQUID-TYPE, 
WITH CIRCUITS FOR MOTOR AND 
CONTROLLER 

• TRANSMISSION: 5-SPEED 
GEARBOX WITH HYDRAULIC 
CLUTCH 

• TRACTION BATTERY: LI-PO 
LITHIUM-POLYMER 10.6kW/h 
BATTERY 

• BATTERY LIFE: UP TO 4000 
CYCLES TO 80 PER CENT INITIAL 
CAPACITY 

• MAX POWER: 22kW 

• MAX RPM: 8000 

• MAX TORQUE: 75Nm 

• 2 MAPS: ENGINE BRAKE OR 
NO ENGINE BRAKE (2-STROKE 
ENGINE STYLE) 

• OR WITH ENGINE BRAKE 
(4-STROKE ENGINE STYLE) AND 
REGENERATIVE BRAKING 

• 5-SPEED SEPARATE GEARBOX 
WITH HYDRAULIC CLUTCH 


CHARGING 

TIME: 

• 1 h 50 min from reserve to full 
power with 6kW charger 

• 3h 40 min from reserve to full 
power with 3kW charger 

• 10h 30 min from reserve to full 
power with IkW charger 

• RANGE: 120km estimated riding 
on offroad recreational trail 
(before reserve) 

• RESERVE POWER: automatically 
activated at 20 per cent of 
remaining charge, reducing 
performance to reach the nearest 
charging point. 


STAY ON TRACK 

The best of the best — Aussie made 

The RM2 is the only steering damper made 
especially for adventure bikes. The unit is unique 
in many ways, from the way it mounts to the bike to 
the way the adjusters give the rider a huge range 
of settings for every type of terrain without getting 
complicated. 

Setting the RM2 is very easy to work out and 
it’s easy to adjust, even on the run. First off, there 
is the eight-position adjuster which offers the 
same wide range of damping offered by the RM1. 
There’s also the Return-to-Centre adjustment, 
which offers six levels of damping instead of the 
RMI’s three (M, D, C). The newest addition to the 
Ralle-Moto steering damper on the RM2 is the new 
HSi valve which stands for "High-Speed Impact 
valve”, which is like having a spare set of arms in 
the event of a hit to the front wheel that you don’t 
see — the HSi valve is a speed-sensitive valve that 
reacts even if you don’t. 




TACITA T-RALLY 


No extension cord jokes necessary. 

Electric bikes are no longer a fringe idea promoted by 
dudes who look Doc Emmett Brown from Back to the 
Future. They are a reality — with limitations, but a reality 
nonetheless. And time will bring the concept further and 
further into view as a product that’s every bit as viable as 
a WR250F if not the only alternative should environmental 
laws worldwide become too prohibitive to run an exhaust 
system. So far we’ve seen glimpses of motocross and 
trail models but an electric adventure seems a sheer 
impossibility. Yet it just takes someone to start working 
on it and it will eventually happen (See Tesla). 

An Italian company called Tacita has five electric 
models available and is a good example of an outfit 
pushing the boundaries. Its range includes a Rally 
bike called the T-Race Rally and you can check out 
its specs in the box above, 
i 



BIKER'S 
DREAM - MINI 
FOOT PUMP 


Put your foot down on deflating rubber 

Inflating a tyre isn’t something anyone 
does for the fun of it. And if you’ve ever 
bought one of the cheaper hand pumps 
you’ll know that the wrong tool can just 
make the whole thing harder 
than it needs to be. 

We prefer to 
keep our C0 2 
canisters for 
out on the 
trails but 
back in the 
shed you can’t 
beat a good foot 
pump — and this is 
one that features: 


• High-volume mode and high-pressure mode for 
faster inflation with less effort. 

• Dual pump head with precision gauge for 
Schrader, Presta and Dunlop valves. 


THE HEAT IS ON 

Because cold hands are the devil's work 

HotHands warmers are single-use air-activated 
heat packs that provide long-lasting everyday 
warmth and are ideal for keeping your body warm 
when the temperature falls. No need to heat up a 
bulky wheat pack or hot-water bottle. HotHands 
are air-activated: all you have to do is break the 
seal and shake — the pack starts heating up 
straight away. 

HotHands gives instant relief from cold and is 
available in two varieties to warm hands and feet: 
HotHands Hand Warmers and HotHands Toasti- 
Toes Toe Warmers. 



Trailrider | 91 









FEATURE 

READERS’ RIDES 


READERS' RIDES 
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J DSMRA is a non-profit, 
volunteer-based association, 
all about social and responsible 
trail riding with licensed and 
registered riders. 

General trail riding, enduro, adventure riding, 
1-day rides, 2-day rides. Bring the group along. 


0 


f* DSmra 

SUL SMUT HimCTCLI K1SOU UtKUniH 


We also provide education about trail riding. 

Check out our website www.dsmra.asn.au 


QUEENSLAND MO 10 PARK, SEPTEMBER 26 - 27 


f onFuSalok* www.wqld.org.aM/motofest 



Braking, acceleration, taking off and landing from jumps, stability and cornering, not to mention arm-pump and overall 
rider fatigue are all heavily influenced by the performance of your suspension. MPE will tailor-tune your suspension to your 
individual riding style and requirements to ensure you're getting the utmost performance out of your bike and yourself. 

S Suspension Revalving, Servicing and Repairs % Fast Turnaround/Freight Australia Wide 

S Race Tech Gold Valves and Springs % Fully Trained and Qualified Staff 

S Suspension Lowering and Modifications 7 Set Ups used to Claim Numerous 

S Suspension Enhancement for Motocross, Enduro, Australian & State Titles 
Trail, Supercross, Super Motard, ^ Guaranteed Improvements 

Dual Sport and Dirt Track 7 15 Years Experience 




MP€S US PENSION. COM.PU 


07 5437 0084 

DHLINS 


















TRANS TASSIE ODYSSEY 

NOV 1ZTH-18TH 

IS YOUR PASSION 
TRAIL BIKE RIDING? 

Look no further! Otway Off-Road and Dirt Trax Tas 
has combined to bring you the ride of a lifetime! 


2015 “7 day Trans Tassie Odyssey” includes: 

• Return flights from Melbourne/Bus transfers 

• Bike transport over Bass Strait 

• 6 Days guided tour through Nth East Tasmania 

and the Otway Ranges in Victoria 

• 8 nights accommodation, all meals, all fuel 

• Back-up support vehicles, professional sweeps 

with comms / Emergency equipment etc 
Free set of Kenda Washougal 775 + heavy duty tubes! 

“I P.m.iwarl tha 1 rlau Trana Taooia Drlwaanu” Tchirf 





SUZUKI DR650 FAIRING 

WITHOUT WINDSCREEN 


LONG-RANGE 
FUEL TANKS FOR: 


# BMW * GAS GAS * HONDA * HUSABERG * HUSQVARNA 

# KAWASAKI # KTM * SUZUKI # TM # TRIUMPH # YAMAHA 




YAMAHA WR250, 
YZ 250-450 

-15 LITRE 


COLOURS:CLEAR, BLUE 


SUZUKI DR650SE 


- 30 LITRE 


COLOURS: CLEAR,YELLOW, 
BLUE & BLACK 
FITTINGS: CAP, 2 TAPS & 
CROSSBRACE 


KTM EXC 


TRIUMPH TIGER 800 

- 30 LITRE 


INCREASES CAPACITY FROM 
19 LITRES TO 30 LITRES 


COLOURS: BLACK, CLEAR, WHITE 


KTM 1190: 


10 LITRE REAR 


Phone (03) 5729 5556 www.safaritanks.com.au 
















All rides 
have 4WD 
backup and 
are fully 
permitted. 


Now also doing 
Big Bike Adventures! 


1 day budget buster & bush blast rides. 2 & 3 day “Big Trip” all inclusive. 
Rides to suit all levels and budgets. 

Check our website calendar for dates or organise your own group by appointment 


op 

6634 1213 




THERN CROSS 
MOTORBIKE TOURS 


Take the scenic route. 


Southern Cross Motorbike Tours is based in Darwin Northern Territory. 

We offer custom motorcycle adventures throughout the Northern 
Territory, South Australia, Western Australia, Queensland & Victoria. We 
use new BMW F700GS motorbikes with purpose built support vehicles 
or use your own bikes and we'll provide the support. 


phone. 08 8985 1681 I fax. 08 8985 6402 
email, infocasoutherncrossmotorbiketours.com.au 

www.southerncrossmotorbiketours.com.au 
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info@scartours.com 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
BISTRO MEALS 
HAPPY HOUR 5-6PM 
ACCOMMODATION 
TRAIL RIDING AVAILABLE 


Find us on 

Facebook 


ATBT 
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Action Trail Bike Tours Australia 


its tough out there. 
Get going 

* Backpacks 

* Hydration 

* Waistpacks 

* Tool rofi 

* Soft Panniers 







































@trailrider_mag 



Tve had a Kelly Bumfoag for 12 years. 
About the only problem 1 can see is 
that they won't wear out! They’re so 
good, I bought the company/ 

Porky Efdridge, old time ISDE rider! 



* Velcro closures over rugged zippers 

* Top quality leather and stitching 

* B colour combinations available 

* Storage for tubes or bulky items 

* Adjustable belt and snap buckle 

* Elasticised tool compartment 

* Three year warranty 

* Have your bag personalised 
with name or brand logo 


DEAL DIRECT WITH THE 
MANUFACTURER. NO MIDDLE MAN. 


*1 know wtiat you am going* to do with Ih® product, 
so g<v® me a call lo gel prompt, personal service' 

From $155 ind GST A Express Delv A Handling. Money 
Order, Credit Card. Cheque or COD. Please speedy colour 
wtien ordering. 

HAND MADE LEATHER 
Bumbags ■ Tool Bags 

* Custom Lettering 

* Range of Colours 

OFF ROAD EQUIPMENT 

Kelly Enduro Products 

PO Bax 7233 Wilberloree 2736 P: 02 4579 0169 F: 02 4571 0193 

www.kellyenduropfoducts.com.au 




BIKE HIRE 
AVAILABLE 


CHECK OUT 

www.dirttraxtas.com.au 

FOR TOURS AND DATES. 


UPCOMING TOUR DATES 

OCT 16-18 TASMANIAN 3 DAY (A4DE) 

NOV 13-19 TRANS TASSIE ODYSSEY 7 DAYS 

NOV 17-19 3 DAY TOUR 
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bullerbikeadventures.com.au 


The Victorian 
High Country 

ALL inclusive tours 

0412 587 011 



MrBuller 
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suited to an pum '^bis l|B 

great por Famines ^ 

open an near. boohns essential 





































PARTING SHOT 

PHOTO: RED BULL PHOTOFILES 
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T he Red Bull Hare 
Scramble is one of 
the most extreme and 
d^yvnright craziest 
events in the off-road 
world. In 2015 only five ; „ 
riders managed to finish the event, * 
with the first four declared 'eqJal * 

winners after helping eac.l\other 
through the near^-impossiblVsaction 
dubbed “Downtown”. When ypu ^ 
watch the most talented riders in the 
world stuck on a hill or floundering 
like rookies, you know it’s bloody 
tough going. 
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CALL MATT 
0499 149 090 


r Find us on 

T Facebook 


www.motosidadventuretours.com.au 








FULLY INCLUSIVE AND SUPPORTED OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE TOURS 


VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY-OUTBACK/SIMPSON DESERT - WEEKEND RIDES 
MOTOGP / WSBK - CUSTOM TOURS TO SUIT YOUR ADVENTURE 
FULLY EQUIPPED 4WD SUPPORT VEHICLE 

www.motosidadventuretours.com.au 
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SCORPION™ TRAIL II. 

A NEW PATH FOR ADVENTURE. 
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The new Pirelli adventure touring tyre is born to transform every trail into an 
unforgettable journey. The new SCORPION TRAIL II is an incredible synthesis; off 
road racing experience on one side combined with touring capabilities on the other. 
The result is an adventure touring tyre with unprecedented mileage and a unique 
consistency of performance throughout its entire lifecycle, even in the wet. 


New SCORPION TRAIL II: the best discovery before your next journey. 


POWER IS NOTHING WITHOUT CONTROL 











